ASSOCIATION OF INDIAN UNIVERSITIES

AlIU INFORMATION RESOURCE CENTRE IN HIGHER EDUCATION

PRESS CLIPPINGS IN EDUCATION
17-31 JANUARY, 2023


Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text


CONTENT

S No Title Author News paper Page No. | Date of Publication

1. Plagiarism and malicious intent: Does chat GPT have | John Xavier Hindu 6. 17 JANUARY 2023
an ethics problems

2. Pull and push Editorial Indian Express 7. 17 JANUARY 2023

3. Why democracy needs a healthy public education | Simranpreet Singh Oberoi | Statesman 8. 17 JANUARY 2023
system

4, College students who work more hours are less likely | Walter G Ecton, and others | Statesman 9. 17 JANUARY 2023
to graduate

5. Costly course Furgan Qamar Telegraph 10. 17 JANUARY 2023

6. Vishwaguru to shreshta shishya Meenakshi Gopinath Indian Express 11. 18 JANUARY 2023

7. Onerous times for Afghan woman Avni Sablok Pioneer 12. 18 JANUARY 2023

8. WH@W‘%?WW gﬁrm Rgsid AT Dainik Jagran 13. 18 JANUARY 2023

9. Tt T Foal T TTEATT F SITET IAS TUdETeT INES Nav Bharat Times 14. 18 JANUARY 2023

10. Big changes in early years; funding education is key Suman Bhattacharjea Asian Age 15. 19 JANUARY 2023

11. Success, distraction, anxiety at Kota's famous | Shiv Sunny Hindustan Times 16. 19 JANUARY 2023
couching factory

12. Re-imagine schooling to check learning lose Editorial Hindustan Times 17. 19 JANUARY 2023

13. NAAC helps students choose institution SC Vats and Anuradha Jain | Pioneer 18. 19 JANUARY 2023

14. Al vs Schools Editorial Times of India 19. 19 JANUARY 2023

15. Poor learning Editorial Assam Tribune 20. 20 JANUARY 2023




16. Alarmed by chatbots, universities start revamping how | Kalley Huang Deccan Hearld 21. 20 JANUARY 2023
they teach

17. A tale of three Ps Kanad Sinha Telegraph 22. 20 JANUARY 2023

18. The fate of big science feats Billiam J Broad Deccan Hearld 23. 21 JANUARY 2023

19. ASER survey point to arduous path ahead Uday Bhaskar Tribune 24, 21 JANUARY 2023

20. o d Ry F AT AT Dainik Jagran 25. 21 JANUARY 2023

21. ASER shows pandemic impact on learning Editorial Deccan Hearld 26. 23 JANUARY 2023

22. Skill, upskill, reskill: Edtech it away Byju Raveendran Economics Times 27. 23 JANUARY 2023

23. Going International R.W. Alexander Jesudasan | Hindu 28. 23 JANUARY 2023

24, Its’ times for India’s universities to join the world Philip G Altbach Hindu 29. 23 JANUARY 2023

25. Post-Covid -19, match skills of students in South, West | Rebecca Rose Varghese and | Hindu 30. 23 JANUARY 2023
dipped most Vignesh Rdhakrisnan

26. Why getting our kids educated is a true sign of good | Aakar Patel Asian Age 31. 24 JANUARY 2023
governance

27. India’s PhD burden Mohammad Imtiyaj Khan Assam Tribune 32. 24 JANUARY 2023

28. Panduranga setty leaves behind a rich legacy in | Y SR Murthy Deccan Hearld 33. 24 JANUARY 2023
education

29. An India chapter for foreign universities Furgan Qamar Hindu 34. 24 JANUARY 2023

30. Science literature fests boost scientific temper Biju Dharmapalan Pioneer 35. 24 JANUARY 2023

31. Areas of study Santosh Mathew Statesman 36. 24 JANUARY 2023

32. Why  higher educational Institutions should | Sagar Vishnoi Statesman 37. 24 JANUARY 2023
incorporate entrepreneurship in their curriculum

33. Edtech courses become crucial tools to boost career | John Kallelil Statesman 38. 24 JANUARY 2023

options




34. Open IIT gates Editorial Times of India 39. 24 JANUARY 2023
35. Gol’s job: Think of creating jobs Amit Basole Times of India 40. 24 JANUARY 2023
36. Craze for foreign varsities Avijit Pathak Tribune 41. 24 JANUARY 2023
37. Need to raise standard of education in rural India Prem Chowdhry Tribune 42. 24 JANUARY 2023
38. a3t & et Ay adrer O Tt 3.]‘,.—o.|'q;0'ﬁ' Dainik Jagran 43. 24 JANUARY 2023
39. ﬁwmqu;rm_w T e Nav Bharat Times 44. 24 JANUARY 2023
40. ASER: Lessons for Karnataka Editorial Deccan Hearld 45, 25 JANUARY 2023
41. Vishwagurudom, via macaulay Navneet Sharma Deccan Hearld 46. 25 JANUARY 2023
42. Technology is a game - changer and leveller LV Sehgal Hindustan Times 47. 25 JANUARY 2023
43. ‘Let students take ownership of their decisions in life, | Aditi Mishra Hindustan Times 48. 25 JANUARY 2023
44, Demystifying the education juggernaut Sangeeta Bhatia Hindustan Times 49, 25 JANUARY 2023
45. Vivo awards: Taking young India forward Editorial Hindustan Times 50. 25 JANUARY 2023
46. Why positive parenting in the digital era is key Shreya Sharon Kujur Hindustan Times 51. 25 JANUARY 2023
47. Education of women is key Editorial Hindustan Times 52. 25 JANUARY 2023
48. ‘Every exam Is an opportunity, but not the only one’ Dharmendra Pradhan Times of India 53. 25 JANUARY 2023
49, Slow subsidence of scientific Institutions Dinesh C Sharma Tribune 54, 25 JANUARY 2023
50. WA & AT 1 gferar § ader o == mgﬁﬂﬂand SidY grosy Nav Bharat Times 55. 25 JANUARY 2023
51. Kerala decision gender-sensitive Editorial Deccan Hearld 56. 26 JANUARY 2023
52. What sports teaches us about nation building Sachin Tendulkar Hindustan Times 57. 26 JANUARY 2023
53. An act of upliftment Anil Swarup Millennium Post 58. 26 JANUARY 2023
54, Pariksha pe charcha deals with anxiety Prachi Pandey and Tara | Pioneer 59. 26 JANUARY 2023

Naorem




55. Notable decline Saikat Majumdar Telegraph 60. 26 JANUARY 2023
56. TET #1 eTPR Editorial Dainik Jagran 61. 26 JANUARY 2023
57. Towards stress-free exams, holistic education in India | Subhas Sarkar Hindustan Times 62. 27 JANUARY 2023
58. Buckling under pressure! Rajkumar Ranjan Singh Millennium Post 63. 27 JANUARY 2023
59. East meets West for fusion of learning in NEP 2020 Raghavendra P Tiwari Pioneer 64. 27 JANUARY 2023
60. India, learn your lessons Sukanta Chaudhuri Economics Times 65. 28 JANUARY 2023
61. Ease pressure on students Editorial Hindustan Times 66. 28 JANUARY 2023
62. Misplaced priorities of Indian education Rahul Jayaram Deccan Hearld 67. 29 JANUARY 2023
63. Studying on in India as Taliban wait at home Editorial Times of India 68. 29 JANUARY 2023
64. Learning of unschooled life Natasha Badhwar Tribune 69. 29 JANUARY 2023
65. Make public libraries accessible to children Sneha Priya Yanappa Deccan Hearld 70. 30 JANUARY 2023
66. The Indian university is in a free fall Shelley walia Hindu 71. 30 JANUARY 2023
67. Enforcing the patent bargain J Sai Deepak Indian Express 72. 30 JANUARY 2023
68. Exam anxiety is big issue for students Jyoti Kapoor Pioneer 73. 30 JANUARY 2023
69. A problem of science at the Padma awards Vasudevan Mukunth Asian Age 74. 31 JANUARY 2023
70. Foreign varsities in India pros and cons John J Kennedy Deccan Hearld 75. 31 JANUARY 2023
71. Bring back ancient power of knowledge sharing and | Satya Muley Statesman 76. 31 JANUARY 2023
wisdom
72. We need to move away from marks-based education | Kadambari Rana Statesman 77. 31 JANUARY 2023

assessment system




HINDU (P-9), 17 JANUARY 2023



Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text
HINDU (P-9),  17  JANUARY  2023

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Stamp

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text


. PULL AND PUSH

Data on Indian students abroad has important takeaways.
Retaining talent will require more than foreign campuses

TATIME when the government is embarking on far-reaching reformsin the

higher education sector, including instituting enabling measures for foreign

universities to set up campuses in the country, data compiled by the US

State Department and the non-profit Institute of International Education
provides interesting insights. An analysis of the data in this newspaper reveals that an
increasing number of Indian students studying in the US are staying back after their de-
gree to join that country's workforce. In 2021-22, nearly 35 per cent of the 1.99 lakh Indian
students in American universities enrolled in the Opti onal Training Programmes that al-
low foreign students with F-1 visas to join paid or voluntary work for up to three yearsin
the US. One takeaway from this is that merely paving the way for campuses of presti-
gious foreign universities may not be enough to retain talent in the country. Planners
need to find ways to link the reforms in education with the job market. But this task can-
not be left only to the government — industry bodies will also need to contribute to this
endeavour.

The trends related to Indian students in US campuses hold for their peers who seek
education in other parts of the developed world. Last year, an OECD report on international
migration patterns pointed out that Indians studying in economically developed coun-
tries are the most likely among all foreign students to join the local workforce. The tran-
sition rates from study permits to work permits were far higher in Indians compared to
the Chinese — students from the two countries constitute the lion's share of the foreign
students in campuses in the US, UK, Australia and other developed countries.

For decades, engineering institutes held the highest attraction for Indian students in
the US. The trend began to change about seven years ago. Data for the last academic year,
2021-2022, show that 38 per cent of Indian students in American campuses study math-
ematics and computer sciences and about 30 per cent are enrolled in engineering courses.
The OECD report shows that this trend holds for Indian students attending universities
in other parts of the developed world. This, of course, is in line with the increased de-
mand, globally, for skills related to digital technology, data analysis and cyber security.
The role of Indian talent in powering global technology powerhouses is well-known. At
the same time, the country that aspires to become a $5 trillion economy by 2025 cannot
afford to keep losing home-grown talent. In the coming months and years, as planners
give shape to the NEP's vision, addressing this vexing question cannot be postponed.
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ig changes in early years;
funding education is key

ASIAN AGE (P-5), 19 JANUARY 2023

49 Suman

Bhattacharjea

the last few years,
several factors have
altered the education
landscape for young
hildren. Those under

lens belong to the pre-

school cohort (roughly
aged between three and
five years). Some of the
changes are due to the clo-
sure of pre-schools and
schools for about two years
because of Covid-19. In
addition, recent changes to
education policy have also
influenced the organisa-
tion of pre-school educa-
tion in Indja

. An impo am change, in',

how the Government of
India envisaged early
childhood education took
place in 2018 — a process
that had already begun sev-
eral years earlier, with the
release of the National
Policy on Early Childhood
Care and Education in
2013. Launched in 2018, the

Samagra Shiksha
Abhivan’s Integrated
Scheme on School
Education aimed to

address school education
“holistically without seg-
mentation from pre-nurs-
ery to Class 12", This new
scheme encouraged states
to co-locate anganwadi cen-
tres (AWCs) in government
primary schools or else
provide up to two years of
pre-primary classes prior
to Class 1, thus taking a
first step towards coordina-
tion between the institu-
tions providing education-
al services to children in
the earliest stages of their
educational journeys.

The impetus for integrat-
ing pre-school and school
education took another
giant siep forward with the
release of the National
Education Policy (NEP) in
220, NEP integrates early
childhood education into
the continuum of educa
tiunal upportunities
oflered to chiddren by envi-
stoning ages three to eight
as oo single  integrated
“toundational” stage in the
child™s education. It com
prises theee vears o pre
primary education ol the
TSt two viears of priman
st bl

How did these forces —
major policy changes as
well as a pandemic — alter
voung children’s participa-
tion in pre-school?

Because the information
available on pre-primary
institutions, facilities, staff,
and enrolments is still frag-
mented and incomplete, it
may be years before we
have clear picture of how
this  four-year period
altered the landscape of
educational provisioning,
participation, and out-
comes for young children.
However, comparing data
from the recently released
Annual - 1+ Status of
Education Report (ASER),
2022, with that from the
previous round in 2018, it is
possible to identify some
initial trends.

Enrolment of 3- and 4
year-olds increased, main-
ly in AWCs: Many
observers expected that
after such an extended clo-
sure, children and their
families would find it diffi-
cult to return to school. The
ASER-2022 data shows that
this is far from the case.
For the youngest learners,
results from ASER-2022
show that parents' commit-
ment to children's educa-
tion is stronger than ever:
In 2022 in rural India, 75.8
per cent of three-year-olds
and 82 per cent of four-year-
olds are enrolled in some
form of pre-school, and the
fraction of children in this
age group not attending
any institution at all has
fallen sharply. What's
more heartening — this
trend is not limited to
voung children — it is visi-
ble across all age groups
and in all states in the
country. Not just evidence
of a remarkable recovery
from a devastating pan-
demie, 1t reflects clear
progress towards the NEP
objective of universal early
childhood  development.
care and education by 2030

Now, as with all national
ostimates, these averages
hide  constderable  and,
sometimes  surprising,
VIrions aeross states
For example, stawes where
almost all thive vear olds

Not just a remarkable
recovery from a
devastating
pandemic, the data
reflects clear

" progress towards the

NEP goal of universal
early childhood
development, care
and education by
2030

were enrolled in 2018, such
as Gujarat and Himachal
Pradesh, were not always
able to regain these
remarkable coverage levels
post school reopening in
2022. These figures show
big drops in 2022. In con-
trast, many states where
moderate or high propor-
tions of young children had
remained outside the cov-
erage of pre-school pro-
grammes' in 2018, such, as
Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan, did much better
at reaching and enrolling
these children in 2022.

The changes in young
children’s enrolment pat-
terns also show a shift
towards government insti-
tutions (in this case, angan-
wadis) between 2018 and
2022, once again echoed by
the results gathered for
older age groups. This is
unsurprising given the loss
of livelihoods and financial
distress experienced by
households during the pan-
demic as well as the report-
ed closure of many low-cost
private schools. Asa result,
in 2022, more than two-
thirds of all four- year-olds
(67.8 per cent) in rural
India remained enrolled in
government institutions,
the wvast majority in
anganwadis.

Five-year-olds continue
in primary school Major
national policy documents

~ the Right to Education
Act  (2009), the Early
Childhood Care and
Education policy (2013),
and the National
Education Policy (2020
all reiterate that children
should enter Class | of pri-
mary school at age six.
Despite these national poli-
CVopreseriptions, in 2022
approximately  one
every three five-vear-old
children was enrolled
primary school — albeit in
somewhat smaller num
bers than was the case tow
Vs ago, Five vear-olds
rwral Indie econunue o

GO

avail of a diverse range of
options. About a thu‘d are
in anganwadis, a quarter
are in private pre-schools
(LKG or UKG classes) and
another quarter are in gov-
ernment schools (most like-
ly in Class I).

Lessons: The shifts in
enrolment patterns
described above have
major implications for the
early vears' ecosystem.
going forward.

A first, major, challenge
confronts the ICDS angan-
wadi network. In 2022, on
average, four in every 10
children in the three-six
years age group in rural
India was enrolled in an
AWC. With a single angan-
wadi worker responsible
for the delivery of six dif-
ferent services to mothers
and young children, the
delivery of quality pre-
school education was a dif-
ficult task. even prior .ty
2022, but this recent expan-
sion in enrolments imposes
significant extra strain on
the system. Wayvs to lever-
age additional human,
material and financial
resources fo support the
work of these centres have
been implemented in dif
ferent states. Similar initia-
tives need to be designed.
tested and scaled up to
enable these centres to suc-
cessfully deliver qualin
pre-school education.
Currently, the other pos-
sible pathway to increasing
institutional capacity for
pre-school education is the
establishment of pre-pri-
mary classes in schools.
This year, as part of ASER-
2022, survey teams visited
over 17,000 schools with
primary sections across
the countrv. The damnm
shows that 28.7 per cent of
the primary schools and
227 per cent of the upper
primary  schools visited
had a separate pre-school
class. However, just ten per
cent or less had received
separate funds or had a
separate teacher for the
pre-primary level classes

lt suggests that unless
goad ntentions are sup
ported  with  adequate
resource allocations, the
NEP's ambitious goal of
achieving wnwersal gqual-
ty early childhoad develop
ment, care and education
will be remain on paper
ol

The writer s the duveror
af reseacl ot the ASER
ANS Centre

k-
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Re-imagine schooling
to check learning loss

hat the pandemic wreaked havoc on basic
Teducan‘on was well known since the first few

months of school closure. The Annual Status of
Education Report (Rural) on Wednesday quantified
some of this loss, and the numbers are grim. On
learning levels, children’s basic reading ability
dropped to pre-2012 levels. This was visible in
most states and across genders; children’s basic
arithmetic levels declined over 2018 levels for most
grades. The percentage of children in class 3 in
government or private schools who can read at class 2
level dropped from 27.3% in 2018 to 20.5% in 2022.
The national figure for children in class 3 who are able
to at least do subtraction dropped from 28.2% in 2018
t0 25.9% in 2022.

The non-governmental report resumed its physical
nationwide survey after a gap of four years, reaching
19,060 villages across 616 districts, 374,544 households
and 699,597 children between the ages of three and 16.
Worryingly, the report found that the drop in reading
and comprehension levels was steeper among
younger children, and acute in states that had made
strides in propelling basic education.

Though the rise in overall enrolment numbers is
good news, the increase in the number of students
seeking private tuition and enrolment in government
schools indicates persistent distress. The three As of
universal education are Access, Attendance and
Achievement. While the first two seem to be under
control, the last (learning levels) needs a major push
from the governmentand society. The pandemic
forced us to look at schooling differently. Now that
there are no Covid-19 restrictions, it's essential to try
new ideas and create new norms to raise the education
levels of India’s young, while simultaneously ensuring
(through robust vaccination) that shutting schools is

_nolonger needed. WO AM
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[T ICOLUMN
NAAC HELPS STUDENTS
CHOOSE INSTITUTION

We must not see NAAC accreditation
just as an event

. VATS LHURADHE JAIN

we practice. The National Assessment and Accreditation Council

Quallny 15 % concept: 1's @ philosophy; 1's 2 journey, t's also what
(NAAC) strives to create awarensss and understanding of quali-

" ty, and quality assurance in higher education as a necessary ingredient

to national development.
The atcreditation status in ¢ase of higher education signifies that the

A particular Higher Educational Instiutions (HEI) — 2 College, 3 University,

or any other recognized unit tharein achigves the standards of quality 2s
set by the accrediation agency on grounds of performance, finked to the
educational processes and autcomes, covering the programmed, teach-
ing-earming, evaluation, faculty, research, infrastructure, leaming rESOUTGES,
arganization, governance, financial well-eing and student services.
From the point of view of studznts, NAAC grading helps the students
o chonse the institution for higher studies. Getting the highest grade of
i+ + for any institute is certainly a great achievement. For the record,
many big brands in the field of higher education, fiving on their past glory
or on the strength of an associated corporats brand, have not been able
1o fise to the challenge which the rigorous NAAG inspection poses.

The inspection is based on both qualitative and quantitative criteri-
ons, Guided by fts vision, “to establish, maimiain and promote centers
of excellence for imparting quality professional education in India and
abroad” and striving to achieve its mission of “Man Making, Character
Building, Nation Building", Vivekananda Institute of Professional Studies
has always believed in the holistic development of its students.

This s the spur behind our elevation to the highest category after
2 recent inspecton. Shouldenng the responsibilty of peing a HEI, we
belisve in disseminating relevant knowledge, identitying skill gaps, and
running specially designed programs 1o build the right skills to develop
a worldorce suitable to the changing needs of the economy. Providing
the best state of the art infrastructure along with introducing progres-
sive initiaive to fione the cognitive, problem solving, leadership and com-
munication skils of our students has been at the center of the years of
efforts that the Institute has put in and will continu (o put in to trans-
form “education”

With various Centers of excellence, numerous value-added and skill
enhancement courses, lectures from the best experts in the feld, work-
shops for hants-on EAPENENCE, YIPS continuously stives to cater 10
the needs of th thanging order of the Dusingss environment. The teach-
ing pedagogies lollowed at th InSulute are specially designed o ensure
rmasdmum sludent engagement. Not just intellectual, VIPS caters to the
sorig-emotional and mental welibeng of ds students and staff Inner Space
- The spirtual Gentre al VIPS 15 & uniqué affenny thal prowides students
and staff a place 10 unwind and bé with onesell. The NAAC A+ + grade
reliects e ununryg efforts and commiment of the Instide towards impart-

ing quality education par excellence

Gonstant sugport and motvaion fron) the management provided
adtional seal 1o the leam 10 ke care of any minute change required
1) preyert the work mor Lomprenensively and meaningfully The team
workie byt ¢ comtoet zone 1o take care and cover all technical
aspatts uf th Continued commdment to comnbute, @ wision-
any atdeeslap and « g the key pillare 0 reaching s

pute

reditation as an eveit thal concludes

Wil 110 prtcats When viewed from the lens
ol Ty ternal irnpe NS 1 gives d new
s 0 e ion 1 Duid srEngth and ovineune wiaknesses a d also
bl o et ) Ly ¢ ways 0 panng B o a0 eaerCese wich
ity Teat iy o Jhd it Lak

4, et Pl OF Wivekanandd eshiudy of

(M awthinsy are

Professiondl Sues, New Deity)
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Al Vs School

ChatGPT rises, ASER scores fall, India needs much
better trained teachers to navigate this vortex

ven as mdla struggles to rise to the present challenges of

1mpr0v1ng.schoollearning outcomes, abignew oneislooming

on the .hOI‘lZOI'l. The ASER 2022 report indicating how much
t}}e pqn@emlc pushed reading and math outcomes below already
disquieting levels, has come amidst a global panic about how much
ChatGPT, an artificial intelligence tool that can write college and
school essays and solve some basic problems, will be upending
educ?ltlon. For example, it’s been banned from New York City
public schools’ devices and networks. Remember this chatbot was
launched less than two months ago, more advanced versions and
cousins will take exponentially faster tolls.

Yet, most of India’s policymakers, school administrators and
teachers maintain aloud silence on this topic. Their attitude makes
zero sense given the breakneck pace at which the country has been
embracing new technologies. It is also tone-deaf to the buzz among

the students themselves. They are
strikingly swifter at catching global
cultural trends. The pull of a tool that
can do the homework without the
teacher detecting the plagiarism, isno
different in Bengaluruthan New York.
Bansare apoor counter, with ChatGPT
itself suggesting multiple ways of
evading them. Much more sensible
o workarounds are also being devised,

| such as increased in-class, hand-

written and creative assignments. _
ASER reports that across rural government and private schools,

since 2018 the proportion of Class V children who canread atleasta
Class II text has fallen from 50.5% to 42.8%, while the number of
Class V children who can do division has fallen from 27.9% t025.6%.
In theory it is possible that as deep learnh_lg is being deployed for
mass admissions and testing, it can help guide more effective lessqn
plans. Butthis will need teachers with very sophisticated pedagogic

and digital competency tobe in the driving seat. BT
Basically a new paradigm of foundational education 1s rising up
dia is rallying the building blocks of the

' e world even as In _
Iljiet\gous one. But our Achilles heel remains the same: poorly trained
teachers. Herding them into a stadium to sit through lectures is a
very poor substitute for ‘learning by doing’. Meanwhile, Blhar?
pupil-teacher ratio is a horrifying 54, 55 and 63 at the primary,

secondary and higher secondary levels. Let’s equip our teachers

better, then they can help turn Al from learning’s foe to friend. <®
A ? /,
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Poor learning

While the State’s overall educational scenario does not
quite paint a rosy picture, the urban-rural divide remains
another serious concern. As evidenced by successive An-
nual Status of Education Reports (ASERs), — and notwith-
standing improvement in enrolment — the learning abilities
of a vast segment of our future citizens stand hindered
largely because education has not been imparted in the
manner it should. Many students in rural areas cannot do
simple arithmetic calculations or read or understand simple
sentences in English. The latest ASER assessment mere-
ly revalidates what has been a stagnant area of education in
the rural areas of our State. The government schools have
been worse performers on this count compared to their pri-
vate counterparts, and it does not merit much surprise that
enrolment levels in government schools have been declin-
ing in recent years with parents exhibiting a marked pen-
chant for having their children educated in private schools
even in the rural areas. The findings of the survey, though,
are not entirely unexpected, given that all along our thrust
has been on increasing enrolment rather than improving
the qualitative aspects of education. The performance of

. the government-run schools in particular has left a lot to be
desired. It is a fact that various educational projects, includ-
ing SSA, are primarily content with enrolling more students
to meet their targets and devote little effort towards ensur-
ing that the enrolled students get quality education. Unless
we recognise the fact that greater enrolment does not nec-
essarily lead to qualitative improvements, the prevailing
situation is unlikely to change for the better.

The urban-rural divide, unless addressed with appropri-
ate interventions, will leave long-term and disturbing ef-
fects on our education, the spiralling fallout of which will also
impact the State’s socio-economic spheres. Perpetuation of
the current situation will create a large population of unqual-
ified and unskilled youths unable to fend for themselves in
a competitive world. This will be a colossal wastage of hu-
man resources just because our governments and policy’
makers have failed to put adequate thrust on the qualitative
aspects of education. To check the disquieting trend, the
sphere of school education must be treated as a high prior-
ity area. Aspects like appointment of competent and trained
teachers require sustained intervention. Teachers' training
in particular has always been neglected in our State. A mon-
itoring mechanism on the performance of students is anoth-
er must. Teachers and school managements must be made
answerable for bad performance by the schools. Use of var-
1ous teaching technologies, too, merits attention of the au-
th“mlt':‘l R_jght to Education (RTE) does have its emphasis
on qualitative improvement but much will depend on the
State government’s commitment towards implementition.
f\gu rding to ASER findings, learming levels in those states
witnessed maximum improvement where the state 2OV -
CMMENts ran special programmes to improve reading and
n_umt:nv;ll ability under the SSA programmes. The ills af-
ﬂlctmg our school education being far from one—limensional.
there 1s an urgent need for an integrated approach. s« .'-q’u
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Alarmedby

DECCAN HEARLD (P-9), 20 JANUARY 2023

chatbots, universities

startrevampinghow they teach

- Withtherise of the popular new chatbot ChatGPT, colleges are restructuring some
courses and taking preventive measures

KALLEY HUANG

lile grading essays

for his world religions

courselastmonth, An-

tony Aumann, a pro-

fessor of philosophy

| . at Northern Michigan

University, read what he said was easily

“the best paper in the class.” It explored

the morality of burqa banswith clean par-

agraphs, fitting examples and rigorous
arguments,

Aredflaginstantly went up.

Aumann confronted his student over
whether he had written the essay himself.
Thestudentconfessed tousing ChatGPT, a
chatbotthatdeliversinformation, explains
concepts and generates ideas in simple
sentences— and, in this case, had written
the paper.

Alarmed by his discovery, Aumann de-
cided to transform essay writing for his
coursesthis semester. He plans torequire
students to write first drafts in the class-
room, using browsers that monitor and
restrict computer activity. In later drafts,
students have to explain each revision.
Aumann, who may forgo essays in sub-
sequent semesters, also plans to weave
ChatGPT into lessons by asking students
to evaluate the chatbot's responses.

“What's happeninginclassisnolonger
going to be, ‘Here are some questions —
let’s talk about it between us human be-
ings,” hesaid, butinstead “it's like, "What
also does this alien robot think?™

Acrossthe US, university professors like
Aumann, department chairsand adminis-
tratorsare starting to overhaul classrooms
in response to ChatGPT, prompting a po-
tentially huge shift in teaching and learn-
ing. Some professors are redesigning
their courses entirely, making changes
that include more oral exams, group work
and handwritten assessments in lieu of
typed ones. )

The moves are part of a real-time
grappling with a new te_chpo%ogjcgl wave
known as generative artificial intelligence.
ChatGPT, which was released in Novem-
ber by the artificial intelligence lab Ope-
nAl is at the forefront of the shift. The
chatbot generateseerilyarticulateand nu-
anced text in response to short prompts,
with peopl(_- using It to wnte love letters,
poetry, fan fiction—and their sc hDo]wﬂ‘rk,

That hasupendedsomemiddleandhigh
schools, with teachersand administrators
trying to discern whether studentsare us-
ing the chatbot to do their schoolwork.
Some public school systems, including
in New York City and Seartle, have since
banned the tool on school Wi-Finetworks
and devicesto prevent cheating, although
students can easily find workarounds to
access ChatGPT. )

In higher education, colleges and uni-
versities have been reluctant to ban the
Al tool because administrators doubt Lh‘e
\move would be effective and they don't

want to infringe on academic freedom.
That means the way people teachis chang-
ing instead.

“We try to institute general policies
that certainly back up the faculty mem-
ber’s authority to run a class,” instead of
targeting specific methods of chearing,
said Joe Glover, provost of the University
of Florida. “This isn't going to be the last
innovation we have to deal with.”

That’s especially true as generative Al
is in its early days. OpenAl is expected to
soon release another tool, GPT-4, which
is better at generating text than previous
versions. Google has built LaMDA, a ri-
val chatbot, and Microsoft is discussing a
$10 billion investment in OpenAL. Silicon
Valley startups, including Stability Al and
Characrer.Al, are also working on gener-
ative Al tools.

An OpenAl spokesperson said the lab
recognised its programmes could be used
to mislead people and was developing
technology to help people identify text
generated by ChatGPT. ’

At many universities, ChatGPT has
now vaulted to the top of the agenda. Ad-
ministrators are establishing task forces
and hostng university-wide discussions
to respond to the tool, with much of the
guidance being toadaptto the technology.

Atschools including George Washing-
ton University in Washington, DC, Rut-
gers University in New Brunswick, New
Jersey, and Appalachian State University
in Boone, North Carolina, professors are
phasing out take-home, open-book assign-
ments—which becamea dominantmeth-
odofassessmentin the pandemic but now
seem vulnerable to chatbots.

They are instead opting for in-class
assignments, handwritten papers, group

Faculty atthe University of Floridain a meetin
use of ChatGPT, a chatbot that generates eerily articulate and nuanced t
courses and overhauling classroom pra

work and oral exams.

Goneare promptslike “write five pages
about this or that.” Some professors are
instead crafting questions that they hope
will be too clever for chatbots and asking
students to write abouttheirown lives and
current events.

Studentsare “plagiarising thisbecause
the assignments can be plagiarised,” said
Sid Dobrin, chair of the English depart-
mentat the University of Florida.

Frederick Luis Aldama, the humanities
chair at the University of Texas at Austin,
said he planned to teach newer or more
niche texts that ChatGPT might have
less information about, such as William
Shakespeare’s early sonnets instead of A
Midsummer Night’s Dream.

The chatbot may motivate “people who
leaninto canonical, primary texts to actu-
ally reach beyond their comfort zones for
things tharare not online,” he said.

Incasethe changes fallshortof prevent-
ing plagiarism, Aldama and other profes-
sors said they planned to institute stricter
standards for what they expecrt from stu-
dents and how they grade. It is now not
enough for an essay to have just a thesis,
introduction, supporting paragraphsand
aconclusion.

“Weneedtoupour game,” Aldama said.
“The imagination, creativity and innova-
tion of analysis that we usually deeman A
paper needs to be trickling down into the
B-range papers.”

The misuse of Al tools will most likely
not end, so some professors and univer-
sities said they planned to use detectors
to root out that activity. The plagiarism
detection service Turnitin said it would
incorporate more features for identifying
Al including ChatGPT, this year.

g to discuss how to deal with ChatGPT. Inresponse to the increased student

ext, colleges and universities are restructuring some
ctices. THE NEW YORK TIMES

More than 6,000 teachers from Har-
vard University, Yale University, the Uni-
versity of Rhode Island and others have
alsosigned up touse GPTZero,a program
that promises to quickly detect Al-gener-
atedtext, said Edward Tian, itscreatorand
aseniorat Princeton University.

Some students see value in embracing
Al tools to learn. Lizzie Shackney, 27, a
student at the University of Pennsyivania's
law school and design school, has started
using ChatGPT to brainstorm for papers
and debug coding problem sets.

“There are disciplines that want you
to share and don’t want you to spin your
wheels,"she said, describing hercomputer
science and statistics classes. “The place
wheremy brainis useful is understanding
what the code means.”

But she has qualms. ChatGPT, Shack-
ney said, sometimes incorrectly explains
ideas and misquotes sources.

The University of Pennsylvania also
hasn't instituted any regulations about
thetool, soshedoesn'twanttorely onitin
case theschool bansitor considersit to be
cheating, she said.

Other students have no such scruples,
sharing on forumssuchas Reddit thar they
have submitted assignments written and
solved by ChatGPT—and sometimes done
so for fellow students too. On TikTok, the
hashtag #chatgpt has more than 578 mil-
lion views, with people sharing videos of
the tool writing papersand solving coding
problems. )

One video shows a student copying a
multiple choice exam and pasting it into
the tool with the caption saying: *1 don't
know about y'all but ima just have Chat
GPT take my finals. Have fun studying.
TheNew York Times = w/2a|a
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he day 1 entered Pres-

idency College as g

student of the History

department was a mem-

orable one. My grand-
mother was excited that 1 had been
admitted in an institution where so
many luminaries had studied. On
the other hand, several ‘well-wish-
ers’ were concerned about my con-
sistent streak of wrong choices:
Humanities over Science, History
over English, and Presidency over
Jadavpur University. Obviously, it
was then an India where the ‘moral
and political degeneration of the Ja-
davpur students’ and the length of
the skirts of the Jadavpur girls were
not yet prime-time gossip.

Imyself had doubts whether my
‘bad choices” were indeed worth it.
Moreover, coming from an all-boys’
school, it was the first time that
had no alternative but to face the
other half of the human population
I had always been scared of. There
were other concerns too. Would my
schooling in a district town put me
in a disadvantageous position vis-
a-vis the Calcutta-bred students?
Would shifting from the Bengali me-
dium to English be difficult?

All these apprehensions van-
ished after the first day. In the three
subsequent years, | never felt that
1 could have been anywhere else,
doing anything else. [ learned a lot
of new things on that day, includ-
ing that life in Presidency can be
summarised by three Ps: porasho-
na (academics), prem (romance)
and politics.

ThrtEred

“What happened in history?”
When a teacher fired this question
to start his first lecture, we were
perplexed. The way we approached
History in school taught us to accu-
mulate dry facts. identify the pos-
sible questions for the upcoming
exams, and memorise them like a
blank cassette, How were we to an-
swer what had happened in human
history’s entirety? However, we
soon understood that it was not a
question but the name of V. Gordon
Childe’s classic on the technologi-
cal evolution of human eivilisation.
Gradually we would be introduced
ta various debates on food produc-
ton and the Harappans, Arvan
muigration, and etfects of the use
of wron. The discipline of History
would never be the same, We saw
how history shapes everv debate
around us and gets reshaped by
them. We realised how every aspect
of our social being has a history
and how every commumnty has its

Kanad Sinha is Assistant
Professor, Department of Ancient
Indian and World History, The
Sanskrit College and University

TELEGRAPH (P-10), 20 JANUARY 2023

Glimpses of another Presidency College

A tale of three Ps

own perception of the past. While
Calcutta University had a set pat-
tern of questions repeated every
alternate year and there were guide-
books for securing good marks, our
teachers would still toil to train the
interested students in what Mare
Bloch called “the historian's craft”,
the methodology of reconstruct-
ing history from the sources of the
past, the rigour needed to discern
between an acceptable method of
history-writing and the several pop-
ular histories around us.

When Subhash Ranjan Chakra-
borty lectured on the French Revo-
lution and Napoleon, we wondered
how Derozio might have taught
the same events not long after they
took place. When Rajat Kanta Ray
showed us a magnificent collec-
tion of Renaissance paintings, we
could envision how Renaissance
Art differed from its medieval pre-
decessors. Kaushik Roy animatedly
reenacted the strategic and per-
formative aspects of every battle.
A question in the class triggered
Uttara Chakraborty to explore var-
lous books in the library with us
to finally discover that the nation-
alist historians of Maharashtra,
not Peshawa Baji Rao I, had coined
the term, ‘Hindu pad-padshahi’
Therefore, when our teachers in the
universities taught us how all histo-
Iy was contemporary history, it was
no surplise,

Evervthing about Presidency
was, thus, also about history. Rajat-
babu would take us around the col-
lege and narrate its history. After
being mesmerised by stories of the
legendary teachers whose portraits
decorated the staff-room wall, he
would point towards a portrait in
the Central Library, d&‘lm‘lnetz
“But our greatest teacher is there.
The portrait of Henry Louis Vivian
Derozio would smile at us, snll en-
couraging the students (o learn, 1o
question, (o challenge the stafus
e, e to ive and die for orath ab-

out two centuries after he was for-
ced to resign. Thinking historically
would gradually become not just
an academic pursuit but a way of
life that would never allow us to
accept any given knowledge uncrit-
ically, a spirit of questioning and
debating that would constitute what
we proudly called ‘the Derozan
community’.

dkikk Ak

The three Ps of Presidency
were an organised whole, Neither
the romance nor the politics was
divorced from the academics. A
budding politician would explain
his streak of bad results as a cru-
sade against English, a colonial
language, or against ‘bourgeois ed-
ucation’, while another would tell
his junior comrades — like Narayan
Gangopadhyay's  comie hero,
Tenida — how to draw perfect coco-
nut trees on an answer-sheet.

However, politics in Presidency
was not mere comedy. Sitting in
the Union room or the canteen, the
new students would often be intro-
duced to Marx or Althusser, Lacan
or Foucault, by their political prede-
cessors. The politics in Presidency
would not bring any world-shatter-
ing change. It was apparently petty
and childish factional fighting be-
tween the two predominant unions.
Yet, the meritorious but cocooned
school-student entering the college
would often leave it with a better
understanding of gender sensitiv-
ity and social justice, an ability to
question heteronormativity and
power structure, a firmer grasp
over the problems of patriarchy and
communalism, and trained enough
to accept differences and agree to
disagree.

ARRTEEE

Romintic relationships in the
Presudency College could be the

subject of a full-fledged book. In
fact, we had planned the outline of
such a book containing four sec-
tions named after four major Hist-
ory books: ‘What Happened in His-
tory?" (famous love stories of the
History department), ‘History and
Beyond’ (love stories involving dep-
artmental students and students of
other departments), ‘Age of Extre-
mes’ (the incidents of recent vears)
and ‘What If?" (counterfactual re-
construction of unrequited love
affairs).

Love was in Presidency’s air,
as was budding enthusiasm about
theories. My fear of the femini-
ne gender went away and, soon, a
friend came up with a theory about
the romantic attention I supposedly
received modelled on the ‘Tri-
partite Struggle’ among the Gur-
jara-Pratiharas, Palas, and Rashtra-
Kutas for occupying the coveted
city of Kannauj in early medieval
India.

Each of the students would
have his/her own stories like that.
The departmental excursions
would contribute to them heavi-
ly, being not just academic tours
but an emotional roller-coaster ride
for both the successful and unsuc-
cessful endeavours.

How did the "Tripartite Struggle’
end? History says that neither
the three powers nor Kannauj
remained important in the long
run. Soon, there would be new pow-
ers to rewrite history and the cen-
tre of North Indian politics would
shift to Delhi.

Triedickdok

Presidency is a university now.
The main building has been painted
white, with carved names of ran-
dom luminaries haunting the vis-
itors. Ever-vigilant guards protect
the campus like a fortress. There
are encouraging news such as the
creation of a much-needed archive,
while there are concerning reports
of bureaucratic high-handedness,
moral policing, and the censoring
of questions. At a time when the
discipline of History is under a con-
stant threat from an aggressive and
populist political rhetoric that
tries to undermine its methodolog-
ical foundation. the liberal polit
ical space in the country is being
endangered. attempts are being
made to destroy people’s right to
choose their partners freely, will the
University be able to play the role its
previous avatar played as an under-
graduate college?

Every preceding generation is
known to have woven a story of
Presidency in decline in the next
generation. Hence, 1 reserve my
scepticism. May be, and | sincerely
hope so. the portrait of Derozio still
smules at the students. May be, there

1s sull.'1‘[)umziancunu&l@i{}&o’w
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ASER shows pandemic
impactonlearning

he 2.022 AnnualStatusof Education Report (ASER),
which was released last week, has important in-

formation and insights about the state of school
fqucation in the country, It is the first nationwide survey
in four years and has shed light on the impact of Covid-19
pandemic onlearning. It hasfound that learning outcomes
havebeen badly affected. Basic reading ability has fallento
pre-2012levels, which showsthat the gainsmadeinthelast
many years have been eroded. There was a steady rise in
learning outcomes between 2014 and 2018,andsincethen
there is a downslide. The percentage of Class 3 students
who canread a Class 2 book has fallen bynearly 7 percent-
age pointssince then. Thelossisnot that bad on numerical
skills. The decline has been seen across all the states but is
Very steep in some states. This is the first confirmation by
a credible survey of the damage done to learning by the
prolonged closure of schools.
The report has noted the changes in school education
broughtabout bythe pandemic. It found that mostschools,
eventhoseinruralareas, have “attempted tokeep learning
going with digital resources”. The access to technology

has been uneven. Many families reported lack of digital
infrastructure and skills, especially :
intheinitial months ofthe pandemic,
buttherewasimprovementoverthe Rgfl0][i[]
months. Households with smart- closure of
phones more than doubled from ¢
36% before the pandemic to 74% in LRI (1§
2022. Nine in 10 households with learning
smartphones had access to inter-
netwhenthe ASER surveyorsvisited outcomes -
them. A hybrid model of education
has come into being in many parts of
the countryand thereisawareness of italmost everywhere.
The reportalso notes that the participation of parents and
their contribution in meeting the challenges increased
significantly during the period. This will hopefully sustain.
The findings have proved wrong apprehensions that
the closure of schools would result in large-scale fall in
enrolment. Enrolment has actually increased from the
2018 level, though marginally. Much of it happened in
government schools. The shun.: of government schools
in the overall enrolled pool, whic! 1 was falling before the
pandemic, has increased to 73% (rom 66% in 2018, It is
likely that low-cost government scllntlls‘became more
attractive to many households ll;ml were hit i%rﬁon}w.:‘ll‘]]y-
by the pandemic. The proportion f_ﬂ.m.l,( _]l’:"‘lult(')lr(:tjz;:']ct:
declined to the lowest ever rate ol 2% “.‘ h_l = as 10% (:l'
states — UP, M P and L‘.Ih‘i lcuusy.:n:lli ‘!Tli}];'ln‘i;l‘.l:l <hould
girls are out of school. The datadr g i e Sl
be studied to form the right strategies (0 H:\ l e
\ educationin the post-Covid period. - W\
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N PR UkE &VES

Raveendran

Byju

Pl X T e TSR
A black swan event such asthe
pandemic, escalating geopolitical
tensions and their effectson
growth during the past three years
has provided the global economy
with challenges. India, however,
has emerged as a model of resilien-
ce, having placed strong emphasis
on its digital economy, innovation,
<kill development and sustainabi-
lity, paving the way for Indiatolead
the global economic recovery.

For India to continue its march, it
would be prudent that the budget
advances the DigitalIndia manda-
te. While the budget will likely
prioritise maintaining fiscal
prudence, efforts must also be
made to roll out measures thatcan
help people leverage the power of
‘digital’, in education, finance,
skilling, infrastructure, health etc.

While India has one of the world’s
youngest populations, the pro-
portionof formally skilled wor-
kers is extremely low — 4.69% of
the total workforce, compared to

ECONOMICS TIMES (P-14), 23 JANUARY 2023

Skill, Upskill, Reskill: Edtech It Away

24% in China, 52% in the US. Gol
must introduce tax breaks to
accelerate upskilling whilealso
lowering cost of higher education.
With edtech enabling uninterrup-
ted learning during the pandemic
and proving its mettleasa legiti-
mate learning solution, a reduc-
tion in taxes on educational pro-
ducts and services would be most
welcome in ensuring a cost-effec-
tive structure for businesses while
advancing the cause of compre-
hensive education for all.
Hopefully, the budget will priori-
tise the improvement of digital
infrastructure and internet penet-
ration in tier-2 and tier-3 cities,

thereby facilitating their emergen-

ce as future technology and digital
talent hubs in India. Open Net-
work for Digital Commerce
(ONDC)and the commercial rollo-
utof 5G have already set the whe-
els in motion in thisdirection.
These advancements have es-
tablished India as a global leader
inthefield.

Budgetary allocations must be
increased for talent development
and digital skill-training in scho-
ols and universities while also

allowingedtech businesses to offer

online and hybrid learning and
skilling programs in collaboration
with internationaluniversities.
While the finance minister alloca-

ted a record 21 trillion for educa-
tion expenditures last year, one
anticipates a similar allocation
this year. The consistent flow of
funds will aid in sustaining and
expanding successful initiatives
such as PM e-Vidyaand One Na-
tion, One Classroom.

Consumers would welcome
lucrative tax breaks that help them
reduce their tax liability by in-
vesting in education and upskil-
ling services. A nation isonly as
good as its citizens, and such initia-
tives would further its education
policy'sobjectives. Apartfrom

DALL-E-2

Rewiring the knowledge economy

structural initiatives, the budget
would be incomplete withoutan
equalor greater emphasison
human capital.

Theestablishment of the Natio-
nal Digital University, as envisio-
ned by National Education Policy
(NEP)2020. is innovative and has
the potential to enable our vouth 1o
skill, upskill and reskill. Accor-
ding to externalaffairs minisay
data, nearly 3lakh students were
studyingabroad in 2022, and RBI
estimates thatz3 billion was lost in
foreign exchange due to students
studyingabroad in FY 2021-2022.
By making provisions for UGC's
proposal to establish foreign uni-
versity campuses inIndia, the
budget can also pave the way for
Indiato become a global destina-
tion for education while saving
foreign exchange.

The budget cannot, however, be
complete without collaborations
between policymakersand stake-
holdersacross the spectrum. One
looksforward to Gol making
provisions tofoster deeper collabo-
ration between edtechs, education
institutes andtechnology pro-
viderstofurtherscale learning
offerings and enablean India
\\‘here learningand skillingare
continuous. )

Thewriterisfounder Byju's
IH e‘".”’aa{tu
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ith India assuming
the G20
presidency, it is
. now time for it to
join the world's academic
community as a major player.
Indians are well-known globally as
top scientists and academics,
university leaders, and key leaders
in high tech, but little is known
about the academic environment
from which they have emerged.
India’s academic system is now
the world's second largest. And, as
articulated in the National
Education Policy (NEP) of 2020,
the country is actively pursuing
reform and improvement.
Opening to the world means
making India more visible on the
global academic scene and also
learning about, and
implementing, best practices from
abroad. The G20 leadership is an
excellent opportunity to do both.
Further, one of the priority areas
in education during India’s G20
presidency is ‘Strengthening
Research and Promoting
Innovation through Richer
Collaboration’. Indiaisina
particularly advantageous position
— the world sees India as an
increasingly important economy
and geopolitical player. India also
plays an important role in higher
education — mainly as an exporter
of students and talent in many
scientific fields — and especially in
information technology and
related fields. There is a growing
interest abroad in linking with
Indian universities and research
institutes, not only because of
untapped talent but also due to
disengagement from China by
some Western countries.

Unknown, complex system
India is not only the world’s
second largest academic system,
but also one of the world’s most
complex and little understood
academic environments. Its higher

education sector is fragmented,
inflexible with tight subject
boundaries, and ol uneven

quality. The NEP's locus is on
consolidation, with the goal ol

Lokt Weesabsibiny and

HINDU (P-7), 23 JANUARY 2023

Its time for India’s universities to join the world

Philip G. Altbach

is research professor
and distinguished
fellow, Centre for
International Higher
Education, Boston
College, US.

Opening to the
world means
making India
more visible on
the global
academic scene
and also
learning about,
and
implementing,
best practices

e abwocud

multi-disciplinary education and
improving quality. While private
sector colleges and universities
will continue to fuel growth,
high-quality government
institutions such as the II'Ts and
AIIMS are also expanding and
improving, and will likely achieve
good results if they are adequately
funded and permitted to have
appropriate autonomy.

India has set up the National
Insttutional Ranking Framework, |
which has helped fuel competition |
among institutions. India’s global
ranking in scientific publications
improved from the seventh
position in 2010 to the third in
2020. India ranks third in terms of
the number of PhDs awarded in
science and engineering. India’s

| Global Innovation Index ranking

has also improved significantly,
from 81 in 2014 to 40 in 2022,
although it lags significantly

| behind the U.S. and China.

Indian universities have not |
scored well in the global rankings. |
The highest-scoring Indian
institution in the 2023 Times
Higher Education ranking is the
Indian Institute of Science, in the
251-300 range. Another 75
institutions are ranked lower. The
best-known institutions globally
are the IITs. These do not rank

| well because they are small,

specialised schools and not
comprehensive universities, but
their quality is much better than
their ranking scores. The recent
announcement that IT-Kharagpur
will establish a branch campus in
Malaysia will help. For India to
catch up, both in the rankings and
in reality, will take significant
investment over a sustained
period of time. In comparison,
China over decades has invested
billions of dollars to improve its
top universities — and this shows
in the rankings and in measures of
scientific output.

Distinctiveness

There are elements of India's
academic environment that are
distinctive and worth highlighting
to an international audience.

These include the cmergence ot

about a dozen top-quality
non-profit private universitdes,
mostly funded by
philanthropically minded Indians.
This elite sector is expanding and
is focused on building an
international ‘brand’ for Indian
higher education. India uses
English as the main language of
science and higher education,

| which makes it much easier to

interact with the rest of the world.
India has more than 100 research
laboratories in diverse areas
sponsored by the Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research

| and other Central government
agencies. Some are outstanding in

terms of their research
contributions and their
relationships with India’s
economy.

' Exercising leadership

India’s universities and its
scientific prowess are an
important part of a soft power
strategy. The internationalisation
initiatives outlined in the NEP is an
important start. India’s G20
leadership is also an excellent
opportunity to exercise
leadership. Two interesting
initiatives have been suggested.
One is a conference in India of
leaders of universites in the G20
countries with the aim of
acquaintng them with India’s
academic opportunities. Another
is the creation of a prestigious
scholarship programme, similar to
the Fulbright programme, that
would provide top Indian students
and faculty dme in leading
universities abroad and funding to
bring top academic from abroad
India. China’s version of this is the
China Scholarship Council.

Indian universities, researchers,
and academics also need to
involve themselves in the global
scientific community through
participation in joint projects.
international meetings, and the
like. All this will rake careful
planning, sustained resources
support from the Central and State
governments and an expanded
international consciousness in the

Indian academic community,
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anduranga Setty
leavesbehind arich
legacyineducation

Y SR MURTHY

(14 ¥ Dear Rotarians,
Each dialysis ma-
chine costs Rs 7

lakh. You could contribute in
multiples of Rs 7 lakhs or even
half of that amount. May I re-
quest that you please message
me your willingness to support
our club through this project?
Thankyousomuchinadvance,”
wrote DrMK Panduranga Setty,
aRotarian, in his appeal on De-
cember 6, 2022. He left for his
heavenly abode on January 21,
2023. Till hislast breath, Dr Set-
Ty was trying to raise money for
anoble cause, notwithstanding
hisownadvanced ageand relat-
ed health challenges. A philan-
thropistatheart, hestroveall his
lifefor the noble causes takenup
by Rotary International.

He was responding to an ap-
peal from the District Health Of-
ficer, Mandya, about the lack of
such machines in Taluk Gener-
al Hospitals for needy patients.
The DHO pointed outthateach
patientrequired a minimum of
threecyclesof dialysis perweek,
and the waiting period for pa-
tients had been increasing due
toashortage of machines.

Dr Panduranga Setty not
only gave Rotary a significant
contribution from his personal
funds but also guided its efforts
asits director between 1991-93.
He was an epitome of Rotary's
idealsandspirit; Rotarybrought
outaspecial book, Service Above
Self: The Biography of Dr M K
Panduranga Setty. It was re-
leased onJuly4, 2021 inavirtual
event at which I was invited to
speak. Before the eventstarted,
IsawthewarmthwithwhichRo-
tary members from across the
world connected with him; he
was fondly addressed variously
as Pandu uncle, Pandu Sir and
DrPandu.Icouldatonce gauge
the depth of his contribution to
the Rotary movementand social
service. )

Bengaluruishometo prestig-
ious public institutions like the
[1Sc, ITM and Institute of Social
and Economic Change. Dr SE}-
ty was associated with them in
their formatve stages as a rep-
resentative of the industry. He
steered the Rashtreeya Siksha-
na Samithi Trust for nearly five
decades and helped establish
22 top-quahity academic insti
tutions in Bengaluru, in which
over 20,000 students are cur
rently enrolled.

The RV Educational Insti-
tutions have graduated over

~

400,000 students who are now
working across the globe. The
RV College of Engineering, an
autonomous college, is among
themost preferred institutions:
the RV College of Architecture
is at No. 4 in Outlook rankings.
SSMRV Degree College for Men
isamong the top five collegesin
Indiafor bestvalue formoneyin
the India Today rankings, Each
of the 22 institutions has many
achievementstoitscredit made
possible by the excellent infra-
structure, financial resources,
and other resources provided
bythe RSST.

Much beforethe Government
ofIndiaestablishedanodal min-
istry for skill development, Dr
Setty established RV Skills. It is
India’s first centre of its kind for
skill development and training
inemerging technologies. Inits
12 years of existence, three mil-
lion man-hours of skills training
have been delivered.

His efforts have developed
over 4,500 skilled engineers,
RV-SKILLS has successfully
completed corporate training
programmesin low-power VLS]
design for Qualcomm and Syn-
opsys in India, San Diego, and
South Korea. It also completed
anddeliveredself-learning con-
tent in seven emerging tech-
nologies to the Karnataka Skill
Development Corporation. As
the Chancellorof RV University,
he guided its efforts with great
care. He also nurtured other
RV educational institutions
with passion. He was secretary
for Karnataka Unaided Private
Engineering Colleges and pro-
videdleadership. Hewasclosely
associated with COMEDK.

He collaborated with the for-
mer President of India, Bharat
Ratna Dr Abdul Kalam, and
co-created an incubation cen-
tre for bamboo composites in
partnership with the Technol-
ogy Infermation, Forecasting,
and Assessment Council under
the Department of Science and
Technology, Government of In-
dia (RV-TIFAC).

He was conferred the Bharat
Ratna Sir M Visvesvaraya Me-
morial Award in 2016 by the
FKCCI; he was a recipient of
Karnataka Rajyothsava Award
among several other awards,
DrM K Panduranga Setty is an
institution-builder, industrialist,
educationistand philanthropist
par excellence. Inhis death, we
have losta great human being,

(The writer is Foundmg Vice
Chancellor, RV University. Ben-

salurt) Y / ’.“h
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ature fests

boost scientific temper «emss

If scientists and literary figures come together, we can expedite our mis

developing scientific temper

cientilic temper is a buzeword in |
the scientific conmunity, and pol- |
icymakers often use it to highlight |
one ol the specialties of our
Constitution and nation, Even
belore our Congtitution came into existence, |
we had a rich tradition of following scien
tific principles in our daly life; be it in our
architecture, health care, agriculiure and
music, OFcourse, s knowledge is keptin
the hands of a few elite sections of society.
Ater independence, our policymakers
realised that scientific knowledge and new -
scientific advances from the western world
should be adopted, Accordingly, they ™
envisioned world cass institations in the
country and the froits of which we are har
vesting today through research and inno
vation, But even today, science is managed
by the scientific and academic communi
ty. The science spoken by these elite com
munities is not digestible 1o the ordinary

person, even though they are reaping, the

benefits in thelr daily hie.

Myths and superstitions that afledt
human development are prevalent even in
this ‘Amrit Kal' when we are marching
towards a global leader. Many educated peo
e have an aversion to takdng viccines or

selieving in evolution, Only when all our
citizens are scientifically literite, can our |
country progress inever r aspect of human

development. This is o challenging task in |
acountry with diverse cultures and tradi- |
tions, Many science popularisation pro- |
pramines have been carried out in the coun- |
try under the aegs of great institutions like |
Vigyan Prasar, CSIR: NIScPR (earlier CSIR-
NISCAIR) and others, But still, achieving
100 per cent seientific temper seems to be |
a dream, the problem is that these instity-
tions have their own limitations in reach- !
I, every wile and corner of the countey,
Mureover, imost of e science populin
malion PrOgrammesy are Jed I!y scientlsty
who e o ascience background. There
are haedly wny scientific mstitutions in the
public sector where people from literature
on e arks backgrounds are recruited as s
entists Thisisone of the o drawbacks
ol our saience communication activities. We
need more solence conimumication institu
iy |I-IVJFIHIII.IIILII].'I!".IIIII( ex rained in s
ence, literature and fine arts, in different
regions of the country, Based on the local
culturl difterendes, we heed 1o design dif
ferent science communication strategies 0 |
develop scientfic temper in the socdety.
s here lierature comes to the rescue
Fvery lierate prevson will read slory I st hen,
ovels, L tiom il Poen at s point in
lile, even i1 th ydon't read scientille books
W Journaly, Literature iy one area that we
have miigued our soence I’“F"'i‘" jnation
SCtvies Fyen cChildyeny who are not intes
el s e i thi Fappenn wnl.l|l|- J||u'
s s i ton booke [ike the Star Trek
G TR | il
Miny ordinury prenpl wilhout any
i:"' ::":"l Baackproned, by shown interest
Ay hlnni..]\h'. wonl scienbindy

WE NEED TO
DESIGN
MATERIALS THAT
WOULD DIGEST
EVERY CHILD,
STORY BOOKS,
COMIC BOOKS,
NOVELS,
FICTION, POEMS,
ETC, THAT HAVE
SCIENCE
COMPONENTS IN
DIFFERENT
LANGUAGES.
THIS WILL MAKE
EVEN STUDENTS
NOT INTERESTED
IN SCIENCE
LEARN
SCIENTIFIC
CONCEPTS
INDIRECTLY

(e ot iy o s
ottt il
acidvmie)

like “"Wings of Fire” by our former
President Dr APJAbdul Kalam.
Similarly, there are many takers for
the sci-fiction books written by Pred
Hoyle, Gregory Benford, Carl Sagan,
Isane Astmov, Robert A Heinlein,
+ Arthur C Clarke, Michael Crichton
and others,
Fven in our classroom, instead
[ of textbooks, if science based pop
ular science books or literary WUIL.\
are included, we can generate inter
*estin students. Studies have shown
that creating connections with lit
crary works will help engage stu
! dents in science classes,
 Students reported that they
| were Imml:diutciy able 1o see and
i emotionally engage with the narra-
| tive, They might start to appreciate
selence for ity creative potential,
Studdents’ sell assurance In sclence
improves when they see the rele
vamnce of sclentilic concepts W lnter
ests they already have, Itencourages
lids w i'lrn.llh'n their horizons and
think beyond the box when it
comes Lo thelr sclence coursework.
Integrating readings ubout
[ accountability Ih science is one
waty to help students grasp the mate
r!-.lr'l hey gatn sellassurnce as they
learn thal sclence encompasses
mre |I|1l|'| one nirrow “l'ltl.
Students with a passion lor science
will find that the sessions Iillhli them
1o develop their critical thinking
adlls aned open their minds o new
e, 'I'Fn-y[h.nw- also inspived many
kel o pursue learning on their own
time, hinovative keas and techno
logical ndvances inscience and lech
nology have been rellecied by
nomerous well known and repre
sentative literary works: The impo
tant interac Hons belween soence
anel the cultural sphere (with achi
T lure, u'lignln. the |‘h|lll\lb|lh)‘ ol
Cthe Palightenment, or literatue}

INDIA
INTERMNATIONAL

&) SCIENCE
FESTIVAL

2022

IR v HIFY
Sobl Wiy )

throughout history demonstrate
that science is o fundamental com
ponent of culture,

Jonathan Swilt, in his work
Gullivers Travels (1726), depicts an
island, Laputa, which is held up
magnetically in the air, and inhab
ltanby men who are totally dedicat
ed o mathematics and music,
Similarly, Jules Verne, in his novel
The Mysterious Island (1874)
expluins the notion of man’s control
ling nature thanks to science and
lt'ctnnlugy.

Science also influences the work
of Arthur Conan Doyle, The inves
tigation methods used by his liter
ary creation, the detective Sherlock
Holmes, are based on the positivist
sclentific methods taught to the
author s a0 medical stodent 1o
recent Himes books by Prof. Yuval
Noah Thrari -~ Sapiens & [Homao
Deus - were the best sellers lucid
ly, which explain science, even
Iflnnlgh the puthor is notasclentist
per se. He recently came out with
another book Sapiens: A Graphic
History, a radical graphical acapta
lunwl}):islwr.l selling book Sapicns,
targeting children and the Liyman,

Rmﬁ.‘-my, the importance of lit
erathire i selence communication,
the government has included
Vigyanka' (Science lterature lesti
val) as one of the main events at the
megin scence event, India
Intermational Sclence Festival (181,
which has been celebrated wnce
2005 The 'Vigyanka' event will
bring scientists, literary and fine arts
|1r|-m|1|wl Lo canmon |\1'.|Iln|'||1.
e event was fiest conceived by D
Nakul Parashar, Director, Vigyan
Prasar, on the Tines ol Jaipur il
Festival tor the first tme and with
the help ol i colleagies Kapil
Topathi and Maanbardhan kanth
Favinched 1em TS 2009 a0 kolkata

'l L L .T.7771 "L 4 & 2 Y . Y. YL

science
Literature Festivi

ion of

This mitiated 4 new becoming
in taking science communication
and sclence education to the next
level. Our sclence students should
be taught 1o read novels, poems,
biographies, ete,, to improve their
creative skills, The \'srnuly ol
storytelling and poems is that even
an lrlitcr.llv person who listens 1o
them will enjoy and understand sci
entilic concepts.

I this world, of trans-disciph
nary learning, policymakers should
open the doors of scientific institu-
Lions Lo I\t’ll}llt' from o literature
background. A g:uml literary work,
I it a novel or fiction, or poem, is
& mirror of society. It can reflect
problems the community faces,
virtues of good values and teach
people to dream Tigher It can
even help us document certain tra
ditional knowledye that prevailed
during the period, These values are
essential tor effectively bringing
science o the masses, Even today,
our policymakers give impetus (o
scientist centrie science communi
cation. This should change to 4ol
lective lc._unwnrk ol scientists, liter
ary and fine arts persons, We must
civision . nation where sciengific
temperisimparted to every citizen
For this, we must train our ouny
I1IIIIL|EI|. o schonl gulng l-'hlrdn-n_

l‘;\r ulrrd o design materials at
Wollldd dhiges Wery
|lllil|\\ L m:‘l‘h llk:l\l;\: ‘!h:l‘hld. i o

' N els, b tion,
poems, el that have SO
components i diflerent l'“‘l«'“

s
This will make even studen

S
mlerested i svience learn o lentil

Loty e Il_\_ It scientists
and ierary lIIHlII("\' o 1“!“.”.“‘
we aan expedite our mission o
developing saentliv temper
every pattol the countiy .m.ll make
Ik ascientilie superpower i e

At kaal \'lr( 1
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Areas of Study

The draft regulation by UGC brings a glimmer of hope for area study programmes to develop
fully In India. Through this Initlative Indlan higher education will attract foreign students
as well as academiclans to do research in the country. Western scholars and academicians
are always interested in studying and understanding the non-West, especially the Asian
continent. Subjects such as South Aslan Studies, Southeast Aslan Studies, Chinese studies,

Japanese studies etc. can attract the West to establish their Institutions in India

T Undveasity G
Conmmlsston (LGC) lay
pevently priblishod o dodi
regulation allowlog tim
v iebversies wodd eddoe ittt
LB UCR LI TE RTTLNE
i hwldin
Adwrelgn andversiey with o
Pl wannkbingg g e ng o
Bastitntions b the walibor o
tesprectable repatation i s
ntive couniy canapply to the
FICE 10 et gy o Commpans b b,
he ostination will e given
Tl by o adiioisee s
T st toee wind admission
P ess without wy lobedeein e
Pt VG o the Govern
aennt ol bl
Thweves o b e wtlond
It thnns ot "oller any
st preogonm ul stiady whieh
peanprantdbeen the vational liderest
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ASER: Lessons
for Karnataka

he findings of the Annual Status of Education Report
T(ASER) 2022 show that Karnataka has generally

followed the national trend in learning standards
of students and the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on
education in 2022. But there are departures from the
general trend in certain areas. The learning levels among
Class 3studentsin reading Class 2 level texts fell steeply to
8.6%1n 2022 from 19.3%in 2018. The levelsamong Class 5
studentsdropped from 46.1%in 2018 to 30.2%, indicating
thatthe recovery of learning after the pandemic has been
slow. The decline was seen in numeracy levels also. Class
3 students who are able to do subtractions dropped from
26.4% in 2018 to 22.2% in 2022, and the proportion of
childrenin Class 5who can do divisions fell from 20.5% in
2018t013.3%in 2022. y

The fall was seen in other age groups also. This was
only to be expected because the schools were closed for
a prolonged period and most students had no access to _
learning. One welcome finding is the increase in the num-
ber of enrolments in schools. There were apprehensions
that the pandemic would adversely affect enrolment and
cause children to drop out from schools. But the over-
all enrolment has increased from
99.3%in2018t099.8%in2022. This NS
is much above the national average Learnlng
and almost the maximum possible. levels have
The state also saw an increase in '
enrolments in Anganwadis, much dfm
morethanthenationalaverage. En- JZTRILT|| 117 ¢
rolmentin government schools had
declined during the period 2006 be onlearn-
to 2014. But the proportion of chil-  #1/Ti recovery
dren in the 6-14 age group enrolled
in government schools increased
from 69.9%in 2018t072.6%in 2022. The averageteacher
attendance and students’ attendance in schools is better
in the state than at the national level. There was improve-
mentininfrastructure facilities like girls'toilets and librar-
ies, but drinking water facilities declined.

It has been officially stated that the state’s learning
recovery programme was designed to deal with the situa-
tionand that it would have been worse if the programme
did not exist. The government is planning to extend the
programme for the next academic year in the form of Ka-
lika Chetarike (Jearning recovery) 2.0. It will take time
for the leaning gap to be bridged, but normalcy should be
broughtaboutat the earliest. Online learning hasbecome
an important part of schooling but access to it has to be
improved, especially in rural areas. Government schools
should receive more attention. The ASER data provides
uselulinformation, and policies can be formulated on the
basis of the strengths and weaknesses pointed out by the
report. *n2 sl
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Vishwagurudom,
via Macaulay

The self-proclaimed
‘nationalists’ who
have forlongderided
‘Macaulayputras’ have
now openedup Indiato
foreign universities

NAVNEET SHARMA

heyearningtobecome Vishwagu-
Tru. arechristened desire to be the
world leader in the knowledge
economy, may appear at odds with the
contention that the nation must have

Foreign Higher Education Providers

(FHEP) to attain excellence in higher

education or to stop a large number of

students from goingabroad for studies.
Yet, theawakening of the Indiansocie-
tyinthe 19th century thatled to the free-
dommovementand freeing people from
the colonial mindset may be artributed
to a great extent to those who studied
and rained abroad in foreign highered-
ucation institutions and came back with
the ideas of liberty and liberalism that
were gaining ground there at the ime.
Also, the rich and rigorous debate on
decolonising knowledge andits produc-
rionanddistribution centres —universi-
tesand schools—and the debates about
westernisation and modernisation of
knowledge and people, therift between
universalandindigenous understanding
and culture, and the response to each
other, gathered around theiconography
of Thomas Babington Macaulay.
Macaulay, the then president of the
General Committee of Public Instruc-
tion (GCPI), arguedin his‘Minute on In-
dian Education’in 1835 for English tobe
the medium of instructionandteaching
western sciences to Indians, which he
thought were much superior to Indian
knowledge and languages.

He derided that “a single shelf of a
good European library is worth the
whole native literature of India and Ara-
bia."He believed thatitwasno exagger-
ation to say that “all the historical infor-
mation which has been collected from
all the bookswrirten in the Sanskritlan-
guageis lessvaluable than what may be
found in the most paltry abridgements
uscdatpreparatory schoolsin England.”

It was the infamous “Minute' that
charted the colonial effort o ‘educate’
Indians. Consequently, numerous
schools, colleges and universities were
opened during Brinsh rule, which re-
placed theindigenous centres of educa-
ton, methods of knowledge construce-
tonand pedagogy.

Theseinstitutions weremeant to pro-
duce men (and women) who would be
English by the mind butr brown by their
skin, derided as tody baccha durine the
freedom struggle and Macaulovputra

post-independence.

The New Education Policy
(NEP 2020) seems to believe that this
mindset has been holding India backin
its path of progress and seeks toreverse
this onslaught on Indian minds and en-
visions producing ‘Sanskritised’ people,
irrespective of the colour of their skin
butwithdue respect to casteand gender
in hushed tones.

Global economic compulsion has,
however, compelled the government
to pitch for the internationalisation of
highereducation. Itistothisendthatthe

nation is now roping in FHEPs, mainly
foreign universities. Promoted as a win-
win strategy,itisexpectedto provide In-
dians ‘foreign’ degreeswith ‘quality” ed-
ucation at a lower price, without having
tocrossthe seasinsearchof the same.

The highereducationsystentin India
isquite heterogeneousalready, and add-
ing yet another layer of heterogeneity
must not be an issue. The worry is that
it must not absolve the nation from the
responsibility of improving the quality
of Desi or Domestic Higher Education
Providers (DHEPs) on the pretext that
the same has been ‘oursourced’ now to
FHEPs.

What possible justification would
UGC proffer to the question of pro-
ducing Macaulayputras afresh under
an avowedly ‘nationalist’ regime? Will
these FHEPs be required to alter their
curriculum and pedagogy to suit and
serve the cause of promoting the In-
dian knowledge system? Bur if they do
that, how would they be able to show
thattheir courses and programmes are
the same that they offer on their main
campuses abroad?

The requirement of reservations in
admission and appointment would,
however, pose no problem as they are
not applicable in the case of even the
private DHEPs. Accreditation and
ranking would also pose no difficulty
as FHLEPs would be governed by thewr
own standards. The regulation seems
suscepble tomaking these mstituoons
new-age agraharas for those who can
afford them.

Made to integrate the Indian knowl-
edge system, they might not produce
Macaulays, but Max Muellers. This
may again endanger our rich reposito-
ryof knowledge whereitisclaimed that
the angrez (Europeans) took away our
knowledge and that is how they could
invent airplanes and vaccines. Many
disciplines like Indology, Indian Philos-
ophy,and classical languages couldalso
be missing under the new dispensation
and may thus constrain their nationalis-
ticappeal tothe massesasdreamtup by
the ‘nationalist’ government.

The foreign universities may not be

. able to spare foreign faculty and may

have to resort to local recruitment.
Chances are that they would prefer the
indigenous Macaulayputras. Giventhe
guarantee of freedom in the appoint-
ment of faculty, it may be assumedthat
would be insulated from political and
bureaucratic interference. The fetish
for ‘white’ teachers and ‘white’ de-
greesdoes notgowell with the Swadeshi

" plank of the present government. Are

we going to be a vishwaguru with the
help of Chomskys and Michael Apples?
Shouldn'tIndia be imagining the locally
born, bred and nurtured talents to be-
come vishwaguru?

Students do attach value to degrees
from a world-class university. Their
decisions are seriously constrained by
theiraccessandaffordability. Butnoone
needs to worry on this count. India may
be under compulsion to provide free
food to over 62.5% ofits population, but
ithas nodearthofdollar millionairesand
billionaires who canafford such univer-
sities. But would they wanttodeny their
offspring the cross-cultural experienc-
es, global exposure, career prospects,
income opportunities and possibilites
of settling abroad?

Besides, a Harvard at Dantewada or
Yale at Dharwad may not sound like
an enviable proposition and these uni-
versities, if at all they come, may want
toopen their campuses only in the met-
ropolitan cities. This would only cre-
ate pockets ol knowledge hubs in the
country. It may also lead to the ‘quali-
ty' shift of teachers from many Indian
institutions  who are stuck in remote
areas. This may further aggravate the
‘Macaulayisation of Indian universities.

The pressure from theworld political
economy (o open up social sectors like
education and health for global players
could undoubtedly be enormous. Bul
India, with 5,000 vears of history and
tradidon ol knowledge mstrunons could
have resisted the tempration

The government could have shown
fatth in the abilities and capacines of In-
dian gurus and Indian higher education
msttutons o make Indinavishwaguru
Alas! It has chosen the path of Vishu-
wagurndomvia Macaulays

(Thewrier teaches ar the Ceneral Uni-

versity of Hunacha! Pradesh) =5y
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Keraladecision
gender-sensitive

heKeralagovernment’sdecision to grantmenstrual
leave and maternity leave for female students in

universities is intended to make the campuses more
women-friendly and sensitive to women’s concerns. The
decision, which was announced last week, would benefit
students across all the universities under the state higher
education department. It was taken after the Cochin Uni-
versity of Science and Technology (CUSAT) decided to
grantmenstrualleavetoallits female studentsinresponse
to a demand made by them. The required attendance per-
centage for femalestudents hasbeenreduced accordingly.
Citing the Kerala decision, women students elsewhere
have also demanded menstrual leave. The Kerala govern-
ment has said thatits decision would affirm the need fora
gender-justsociety. It hasbeen seen bymanyasaffirmation
of the need td show greater understanding and sensitivity
to the difficulties faced by women during the menstrual
period. -

The decision recognises that women have rights which
are specific to their bodies and which may be considered
as part of the right to life. Many women suffer much dis-
comfort during the menstrual period and find it difficult
to attend classes or to work during those days. The avail-
ability of leave would certainly help them. It is not a new
idea, though. The Bihar government
granted two days’ menstrual leave .
to all women employees in 1992. Menstrual
Some private companies in India 8 E {3173
havegrantedittotheiremployees. A
private member’s bill, which sought students
four days' leave for women and safe addresses
and healthy working conditions -
during menstrual period was intro- womens
duced in parliament in 2017, butit X[} (R 1|
wasnotdiscussed bythe House. The
Delhi High Court told the central '
governmentand other governmentsin 2020 toconsideras
arepresentationa petitionseeking period leave forwomen
employees. Some countries, including Japan and South
Korea, are providing menstrual leave, Spain’s parliament
recently decided to offer three days of leave to all women
employees every month.

Thereareconcernsalsoover howthe propositionwould
impact social attitudes, especmﬂy.m traditional societies.
Thestigmaaround menstruation forcesmanywomen not
to mention it in public. In Bihar many women who seek
menstrual leavedonotmentionitin the theirapplications.
Thereisthe fearitmayleadtodiscrimination. Inthe private
sector, it may work as a disincentive for recruitment of
women. Some take it as repugnant to theidea of equality
ofwomen. Itshouldinanycase helptocreatebetteraware-
ness about menstrual healthand prompt the government
and other authorities t0 offer iacmtu_fs for cn:,llfniui.lm::‘n‘-
strual hygiene for girls and women in bLh('I(J s, LI(‘.' ex,ts
workplacesand offices. Theseare lacking in many leL(L;.
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India is degrading its public universities

TELEGRAPH (P-10), 26 JANUARY 2023

Notable decline

SAIKAT MAJUMDAR

ast December, Harvard Univer-
sity announced the appoint-
ment of Claudine Gay as its
30th president, to assume the po-
sition in the summer of 2023. It
is a momentous appointment as Gay, an
African-American woman, will be the
very first black president to lead Amer-
ica’s oldest university. Gay comes to the
job after prestigious academic stints
in the country’s elite private education
system, at Harvard and Stanford, where
she also took her graduate and under-
graduate degrees, respectively. What is
equally strikingis that Gay is the daugh-
ter of Haitian immigrants who came to
the United States of America with very
little, and in her words, “put themselves
through college while raising our fam-
ily”, with her mother training as a reg-
istered nurse and her father qualifying
as a civil engineer. And “it was City Col-
lege of New York that made it possible,”
Gay says. If she built her impressive
academic and administrative career in
elite private universities, not far behind
them, just a generation away, stands the
founding college of the public and wide-
ly inclusive City University of New York,
known throughout its history for giving
lives and careers to poor immigrants,
members of the working class, and
other members of society for whom the
nation's elite private university system
remains distant for an array of reasons.
While the trajectory of Gay's family
story is more recognisable, I have per-
sonally witnessed the opposite journey
too. In 2013, when I was teaching in the
English department at Stanford, my sen-
ior colleague, Jennifer Summit, left a full
professorship in the department to join
the public and inclusive San Francisco
State University as Professor and Dean
of Undergraduate Studies. The daugh-
ter of a pioneer of the online search en-
gine and a former mayor of the wealthy
Los Altos Hills in the San Francisco
Bay Area, Summit left a life of elite
scholarship to pursue her mission to
champion public education in California
at SFSU, where she now serves as the
provost.
Society celebrates stories like Gay's
family more than the kind of service
narrative exemplified by Summit, but
for me, the former brought up the mem-
ory of the latter as a reminder of the
strong symbiotic current that runs be-
tween the public and private university
systems in the US, notwithstanding the
wide gulf between them. The American
university, the product of a great his-
torical serendipity in the 19th century,
was brought about by the unexpected
coming together of three very different
institutions: the British undergraduate
college, the American land-grant col-
lege, and the German research univer-
sity. The popular, the practical, and the
elite — that is how the education histo-
rian, David Labaree, characterised the
three forces, respectively, identifying the

Saikat Majumdar I§ Professor of
English and Creative Writing at
Yholm University

Y -
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Jadavpur University: Deep cuts

populist nature of undergraduate social
life, the community-facing nature of the
land-grant college, and the elite global
appeal of the research university.

Notwithstanding the serious crisis
that the US university faces today in the
face of declining student enrolment and
skyrocketing tuition cost, since the early
20th century, it has been the global lead-
er in higher education. The powerful
symbiosis and wide, sometimes hidden,
networks of relationship between the
private and the public system, indica-
tive of America’s high social mobility
— have contributed much to the over-
all excellence of a system that benefits
as much from the achievements of its
Nobel laureates as from the popularity
of college football.

America's system of elite private uni-
versities is unique, Higher education in
most other countries in the world is de-
fined by their public universities. Even
Oxford and Cambridge, notwithstand-
ing the vast property and real estate
holdings of some of their colleges, are
public universities. This is the system
where most people learn and work. As
[ had, before joining Stanford — in pub-
lic universities in India and the US, and
the beginning of a teaching career in
Canada, where all research universi-
Hies are public. Teaching at McMaster
University in Ontario, | negotiated feder-
al and provincial bureaucracy and grant
systems before experiencing the free-
dom and the wealth that private capital
brings to the American university and
the costs it extracts.

Even though I now teach at an am-
bitious private research and liberal arts
university in India, I cannot help but see
the privatisation of higher education in
this country as unsettling — at once bi-
zarre and instrumental, creating very
little of the philanthropic culture of ac-
ademic excellence and none of the pub-
lic-private synergy that exists in the US
where they bolster each other in spite

of their differences. The vast public uni-
versity system in India, much of which
made the historical transition from a
British colonial to a posteolonial social-
ist system, is now on the verge of de-
struction in the hands of unsympathetic
governments at the Centre and in vari-
ous states alike, including West Bengal.
Classes are run by a hapless army of ad
hoc teachers without benefits, State
funding is drying up everywhere, includ-
ing my alma mater, Jadavpur, while mi-
nority institutions such as Jamia Millia
face disproportionate funding cuts by a
hostile Central government, But with
a booming youth population and an ex-
panding middle class, higher education |
is big business that profiteers are keen to |
exploit, creating a host of private univer- |
sities of dubious quality and distressing
working conditions for its faculty and
staff.

A few months before the onset of
the Coronavirus pandemic, I spent a
day speaking at the Bhagat Phool Singh
Mahila Vishwavidyalaya, in Gannaur
in Haryana's Sonipat district. Many of
the journeys scripted there, including
those from Hisar to Sonipat, some of
them via PhDs from Chandigarh and
Kurulshetra, felt wider than continents
— as did the trajectories of the students |
from remote corners of rural Haryana.
But another trek also felt endless — that
to nearby Ashoka University where 1
teach, an institution of genuine philan-

l

thropy in pursuit of global academic ex- |
cellence that nevertheless cannot dream |

of doing a fraction of the kind of mass |
education BPS Mahila Vishwavidyala
does with far scantier resources,

The sad truth is that to almost any-
one in the middle-class and above, the
public system of secondary education is
already lost. This system is only left for
those who cannot afford to send their
children to private schools. |

Please, ns a nation, let's not lose our

public universities as m-!l.,\.ty-‘_c(\o | ‘
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Towards stress-frec exams,
holistic education in India

ur education system has a learning
and evaluation process to test the
learning levels of students. Competi-
tive exams were designed for these
levels, and provided feedback. However, over
time, the toll of writing these competitive
exams led our students to fear them. Prime
Minister (PM) Narendra Modi, having under-
stood this fear, launched Pariksha Pe Charcha
where he interacted with a group of students
and taught them how to become
exam Warriors, not “exam worriers”.

When I recall my school days, I
remember how anxious the mathe-
matics exam made me. When I
sought guidance from my teacher,
he gave me a simple piece of advice
that enabled me to score 100% on the
exam; this, thereafter, became my
mantra. He said, “Revise once before
submission.” PM Modi goes a step
further and, much like a guru, gives tens of
thousands of students critical advice through
his interactions.

The previous editions of Pariksha Pe Char-
cha have seen tremendous participation from
students, parents and teachers. The use of
interactive activities not only motivates par-
ticipation, but also allows for thought-provok-
ing and enjoyable activities, moving from the-
oretical to practical learning. PM Modi urged
every student to change their perspective on
examinations by moving away from seeing
them as life-and-death situations to looking at
them from a positive, stress-free lens. For
teachers and parents, the discussion centred
on the provisions of the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 and how NEP will help
empower students and pave the way for a
“Naya Bharat (New India)".

We must also remember the Panch Pran
(five pledges) of Amrit Kaal on the road to
India at 100: One, advance with greater con-
viction and determination towards a devel-
oped India; two, liberate ourselves from any
traces of colonial mindsets; three, take pride
in India’s history; four, understand the power
and importance of unity; and five, inculcate a
sense of duty in all citizens. This is how stu-
dents can alftirm their resolve to attain the
poal of Viksit Bharat (developed India).

I he dynamic and inclusive NEP outlines a
refreshing approach to education in which
knowledge and holistic development are
piven primary importance: Inhis book, Exam
Wi riors, PM Modi writes about imnoviative
mcthods for knowledpe and all around devel

Subhas
Sarkar

\“"‘v\(

opment that are emphasised through his
mantras. This is a must-read for India’s
young. Instead of stressing about the results
of the exam, focus instead on working hard,
and the results will automatically be in your
favour. )

PM Modi goes on to describe tl_]e impor-
tance of being creative by saying: “Give a crea-
tive way to your thoughts, to express your
emotions. Sometimes, the scope of knowledge
is limited only to what is available to
you, which is around you. But the
scope of creativity takes you far
beyond knowledge. Creativity can
take you where no one has ever
reached before. In our country, there
is a saying that poets reach where
even the sun cannot.”

To encourage creativity in stu-
dents, the ministry of education has
_ organised a nationwide competition
on the day of Parakram Diwas (Day of Cour- ,
age/Valour) in 500 Kendriya Vidyalayas with
50,000 students (100 students per school) as
participants across the country. Be it any
form of art, creativity is forged.

This is furthered by NEP, which offers a
broad perspective of learning that stretches
beyond the academic achievements of an®
individual, to consider the holistic develop-
ment of the student. It emphasises the impor-
tance of education beyond the classroom and *
moves the concept of a child-centred educa-
tional approach to a much more comprehen-
sive education programme. 1

To provide psycho-social support to stu-
dents, teachers, and families to overcome the
stresses of examinations, an initiative by the ,
ministry of education, Manodarpan,'was
started during the Covid-19 outbreak. PM
Modi said that if there is no pressure from the
outside world — which includes family, the
school system, society and so on — then the
pressure of the exam will never be felt by the
student. This will create confidence among
T‘}ludgnts and pave the path for them to truly

ourish., ?
m:ll:?::% I:\l':]:[]:LIII:Jllml)lm' of students, teachers,
ward (0 joining PM Mods seme: S0k
January 27 in llfiu 100l S master class on
dly 2 s edition of Pariksha Pe Char-

PR folblpon
;::;I;I{)_.% at Talkatora Indoor Stadium, New

D Subhas Sarkar is Union
nunister of stute for education
[he views expressed are persopal
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Ease pressure
on students

Longstanding issues with education have
pushed many young people to the brink. As
the PM's event highlights, this must be fixed

ince the turn of the millennium, India has
transformed. Brisk growth has deepened
aspirations, pulled millions out of paverty, and
imbued a new generation with the hope of
mobility through salaried jobs in the formal sector.
But, unfortunately, the expansion in higher education
opportunities, especially quality ones, has not kept
pace, prompting crushing competition among
hundreds of thousands of students for a handful of
seats in elite institutions. This has led to young people
crumbling under the weight of expectations, even as
stress and anxiety have blighted the high school exper-
ience and soaring scores have come to mean little.

This is an alarming situation, especially in a country
emerging from the shadows of three pandemic-struck
years, where the absence of classroom instruction
decimated learning levels, where the number of
students opting for private tuition is burgeoning, and
where signs of distress among marginalised
communities are evident. These structural problems,
coupled with decades of underfunding and neglect,
have left many State-funded institutions moribund,
causing a further mushrooming of coaching centres.

The jostle for a once-in-a-lifetime shot at prosperity
has claimed scores of lives in the past decade in India’s
coaching hubs. A report by the Tata Institute of Social
Sciences in 2018 found many students depressed, ill,
anxious, and unable to deal with the breakneck pace of
coaching. Still, parents pour into these hubs with the
hope that their sons—and yes, it’s still mostly sons —
will succeed in some of the world's toughest exams
and pull their families out of low-income drudgery.

The dangerous phenomenon is affecting the health
and futures of India’s young, as exemplified by a
number of questions asked at the Pariksha Pe Charcha
event helmed by Prime Minister (PM) Narendra Modi.
Since 2018, when he first began interacting with
students, many have asked for advice on dealing with
stress and fatigue, and the pressure of competing in an
increasingly intense academic environment. On
Friday, for example, Mr Modi told students that the
difference of two to three marks in a particular exam-
ination didn’t matter in the long run. Importantly, he
spoke on criticism that comes towards exam-bound
students, and said it was important to know the source
of criticism. “There is a very thin line between
criticism and obstruction. Parents must criticise ina
constructive and positive way,” the PM added.

The easing of pressure is indeed the need of the
hour. Two caveats are important. One, itis not a call
for students to notwork hard or apply themselves. As
is evident, in  deeply unequal society with multiple
fault lines, educational achievements are often the one
ladder of mobility available to the generationally
underprivileged. And two, fixing such an intractable
problem will need urgent and sure-footed responses
from the government, policymakers, educational
institudons, and society. Bolstering the school
education system. investing in teachers, and better
designed exams can address aspiration \_ﬂthou{
deepening inequality or pressure. Epsunng that
quality universites thrive and creating
more education hubs can ease pressureontop
metropolises. Some young people give the_tr bestin
high-pressure environments, and some wilt. Parents
and teachers must be counselled to ensure that
students on the cusp of adulthood are not burdened
with unreal expectations, and not pushed to the
breaking point. It’s not worth it | ™
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GADFLY

Misplaced
priorities of
Indian education

orecent developmentsin the broad sphere of Indian

education threw light on the paradoxes in its thought

processes. Onerevealed the status of school education
andthe other, the aspirational strains of higher learning.

_ Atone end of the education spectrum, the recently pub-
lished Annual Survey of Education Report, 2022, found
marginalimprovement inschool enrolment butunderlined
the sorrystate ofinfrastructure and underscored howschool-
children in manystates showeda decline inbasic features of
learning like reading.

Attheother end of the education horizon, the country saw
the recent UGC proposal to allow foreign universities to set
upcampusesin India. Ofcourse, these two phenomenawere
disparate, The formerwasaset ofunsettling facts aboutour
education and the other was an entreaty of our aspirations.
Theirappositionshowed how outofjointour thinking about
educationiis.

Whywould top-line globaluniversities invest inan environ-
ment where primary education is poor and whose existing
higher education itself has needed augmenting? And why
wouldthey, whenthe number of Indianstudents goingabroad
keepsincreasing everyyear? The UGC seems muddled over
theway forward for higher education.

Still, let’'s examine some cases from elsewhere, where
something similar transpired. Universities, especially from
the USand UK, setupsome campusesin the richer countries
of West Asia, South-East Asia, and the Far East. Some have
prospered while some haveshutdown.
It’s a chequered record but those in-
vestments took place with many cul-
tural and political restrictions in place
(especially in West Asia) and, more
importantly, where a general level of
standard quality existed in all tiers of
educadon there. The existing systems
ought to be robust for top-line global
educators to feel invested.

So, allowing foreign campuses
into India might look promising, but
it's arriving in a climate, with mostly

Jayaram

eded ; the Vidyashilp
weariededucators oftenstruggling for iiiversity acadeeriic

career advancement and stability in

their existing workplaces. As recently believes weare
as December 2022, Union Education  /Ivin through the
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan stated apocalypse

in the Lok Sabha that11,000 assistant Drajayaram

professor and associate professor po-

sitions were vacantin our central universities and the many
IITs and IIMs combined. This is uninspiring and hurtful for
Indian educators and academics, many of whom have been
alumnae of these institutions and aspire towork there.

The secondaspectis even more fundamental. Our educa-
tion ministry proposes a fillip for international universities
to set roots in India, but what if we considered international
primary and secondary education in the same way? Yes, we
have international schools and school systems in India, but
they tend to be elitist enclaves. Is therea wayto democratise
primary and secondary education even more? Imagine, the
kind ofhigh-calibreinputinterms of infrastructure, pedago-
gy.]eamerandeducaturempowennentforiaktsuf schoolsin
India?Imagine parmerships overalong period betweenour
schools and those abroad finding a beaurtiful meeting ground
to bolster our primary and secondary education.

Really, in our situation, should paving the way for foreign
universities to collaboratein higher educationin India bethe
priority or should it be taking up themuch more challenging
work of strengthening existing primary education systems
and consolidating existing higher education institutions?

The third point: As per our Constitution, education is a
subject within the purview of the states. How much of a say
do they have in conversing with a central body like the UGC
over framing the entryof foreign universities? Hasthere been
adiscussion? It looks increasingly like Indian education has
misplacedits fundamental priorites. ey \s= , W

= — = e
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Makepubliclibraries
accessibleto children

SNEHA PRIYA YANAPPA

er these public spaces are
accessible to young read-
ers, who visit libraries not just
for reading books but also for
lifelong learning and skill de-
velopment.
Children’slibraries are spac-
eswhere books are curated for
young readers. These libraries
aim at creating comfortable,
inviting, and safe spaces for
children to encourage them to
build and nurture the habit of
reading through various activ-
ities. InIndia, where the public
school system often sees poor
attendance from students,
public libraries catering to
children’sdevelopmental needs
can play an important role in
the increase of literacy rates
and social development.
Publiclibrariesin Karnataka
are set up and maintained un-
der the Karnataka Public Li-
braries Act,1965. However, this
Act makes no mention of chil-
dren, indicating that they are
not considered to be primary
stakeholders. On the contrary,
states such as Goa and Kerala

It is time to reassess wheth-

discuss children’s libraries in,

their respective legislation.
Many of the children’s librar-
iesin Karnataka, pardeularly in
Bengaluru, are privately man-
aged and cannot be accessed
withouta fee. The Department
of Public Libraries hasincurred
huge expenses for the renova-
tion of the Indira Priyadarshini
Children’s Library, which came
under the serutiny of the Kar-
nataka State Commission for
Protection of Child Rights for
its lack of even basic amenities
like toilets. As of September
2022, youngreaders had touse
publictoilets outside the library.

While public libraries try to
cater to all sections of society,
certain private libraries focus
on specific groups and com-
munities, ensuring access to
their needs and demands. For
instance, ‘ThinkBox' is a pri-
vate library in Bengaluru that
specifically caters to the needs
of children. Hasiru Dala, a pri-
vate socialimpactorganisation
working with waste collectors
in Karnataka, started the Bu-
guri Community Library in
Bengaluru, Mysore, and Tu-
makuru to create and nurture
spaces for the childrenofwaste
collectors. During the Covid-19
lackdown, theselibraries creat-
ed WhatsApp groups to contact
parents of young children and
shared books,

Such targeted approaches
cosure the berter utilityof funds
specifically meant for its user
hase. Public libraries can take
inspiration from such models
o attractspecific groups of chil-
drenwithdifferentiated needs,
such as libraries for students
preparing for competitive ex-

ams and libraries for children
of migrant workers.

The revival of rural public
libraries in Karnataka after
Covid-19 was undertaken
by the Rural Development
and Panchayati Raj Depart-
ment. Oduva Belaku, or “the
light of reading,” was a pro-
gramme initiated to help chil-
drenstay connected toreading
and build a culture of library
use in communities. The Gov-
ernment of Karnataka also
soughttorevampthechildren’s
sections of 5,600 panchayat li-
braries, which included stock-
ing picture books, textbooks,
comics, encyclopedias, and
dictionaries in Kannada and
other languages.

These initiatives continue
1o aid in bridging the learning
gapcaused by the pandemic-in-
duced school closures in rural
areas. The Oduva Belaku pro-
gramme thrives due to its col-
laborative nature, asitinvolves
various NGOs that actively
work with children. Such col-
laboration in an urban context
with existing private children’s
libraries can help the Depart-
mentof Public Librariesunder-
stand the specific requirements
of children in public libraries.

As per the Aznual Status of
Educacion Repore, 2022, that
was released recently, only
30.8% of the schools in Karna-
taka house books in a library.
This is below the national aver-
age of 34.3%. Where they are
present, mostof these libraries
are dysfunctional, with dusty,
termite-ridden shelves and
books that are not appealing
orappropriate for children.

Tamil Nadu and Delhi have
already taken initatives to link
public libraries with schools.
Public libraries in Karnataka
canalsostepinbyactingas cen-
tres for education and provid-
ingaccesstobooks,and by tying
upwithpublicschools, they can
supportstudentsinformaland
informal education.

The Department of Public
Libraries must survey and au-
dit the existing public libraries
to ensure that each of them is
equipped with basicamenities.
Each public library in urban
and rural areas of Karnataka
should have a section dedicat-
edtochildren’s books, with free
enrollment and activities con-
ducted to encourage reading
among children. Where pos-
sible, the department should
strive to establish libraries
exclusively for children, These
libraries must be rethought as
inclusivespaces for community
engagement, reinvented to pro-
vide specifically for children,
and re-envisioned as spaces
that children will want to visit
one day.

(The writer isa Research
Fellow at the Vidii Centre for
Legal Policy)  wpw, JENE
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ta time when the
political discourse in
the country is taken to a
different level of
absolutism, the pursuit of a more
encouraging democratic ethos is
the need of the times. Academics
must learn to be reliant on spirited
discussions. They must be the
radiant examples of a field where
diverse opinions underwrite a

1 robust critical conversation.

As Marcellus says in
Shakespeare’s Hamlet, “Something
is rotten in the state of Denmark.”
Why else would the government
invite universities from overseas to
open campuses in India? A sense
of competitiveness with
international universities of repute
would unquestionably retard the
free fall of our universities. But
there is one fear. The new
initiative could make India the
new global education destination,
but it could also further worsen
the problem. Outstanding
teachers may seek positions in the
various branches of the foreign
universities. And we could be left
with mediocrity, which would lead
to further decline. The University
Grants Commission must take
cognisance of the possibility of
such a fallout. To the dismay of
many, there is no desire or
exercise to find some mechanisms
to retard the socio-academic
decline of the university.

What ails universities?

Before this debacle becomes a
reality, let us examine what ails
our universities. The abyss
between the public intellectual
and the stubborn establishment
stands wider than ever.
Universities are sliding towards
self-deluding and bureaucratised
governing bodies that lack the
ability to handle views alternative
(0 the retrogressive de:;]si(ms of
the academic leadership that has
|urched to the Right. To say that
(ndia is the third largest economy
is of no value when it h:_ua .
miserably failed to give its Cltizens
4 world-class university system.
The budgetary allocanon o
education ks abysmal
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The Indian university is in a free fall

Shelley Walia

has taught Cultural
Theory at Panjab
University

There is no
desire or
exercise to find
some
mechanisms 1o
retard the
socio-academic
decline of the
Hnversity

The point that is often blatantly |
overlooked by governing bodies of
universities is the crucial
importance of an academic
environment with the
understanding of new pedagogical
practices. The present state of
affairs exposes the valorisation of
mediocrity that has resulted in

belittling those who accomplish |

their responsibility with

impartiality and have the requisite

credentials and talent. This is in
keeping with the current practice
of side-lining many distinguished
academics and vice chancellors
and instead making appointments
arbitrarily on the basis of
ideological allegiances. It is,
indeed, a mockery to be subjected
to the arrogance and
incompetence of a handful of
pushovers who conduct the
course of higher education not in
the interest of rigorous culture of
learning and teaching, but for the
mere award of coveted positions.

Governing bodies that have
worked efficaciously over the
years are being sabotaged by an
ideological belief. They are
unmindful of the structure rotting
at the core, especially with the
insouciant acceptance of
mediocrity as the norm. Inviolable
traditions get bludgeoned to
submission, if not annihilation.
Until this stops, our institutions of
higher learning will remain absent
from world rankings.

Our universities have become
deeply sclerotic. Spouses of civil
servants find easy entrée to
university positions. 1 once
mentioned the name of F.R.
Leavis, one of the most prominent
critics of the last cenrtury, during a
discussion. A colleague asked who
he was. As a joke, 1 told her that |
was speaking of the caprain of the
English cricket team. She believed
it and still remains blisstully
ignorant. Most universities abound
with such poverty of knowledge.

Ubiquitous discrimination

The free fall of universities in the

hands o such teachers resulrs
from the infraction of (he basic
structure of the universigy

constitution. There are procedural
irregularities. The indifference of
the establishment resonates with
the political leadership, which is
oblivious of the requirements of
building an empowering milieu
and an affirmative academic
outlook. Instead, we have a
disposition that internalises
sluggishness, lack of work ethic
and ineptitude. Selection
committees constituted by
university heads find the same
faculty members repeated as
experts or vice chancellor’s
nominees, thereby ignoring far
more qualified and much senior
teachers. Systems that suggest
less-than-honourable intent are
permitted to flourish with the
patronage of the powers that be.
It is disenchanting to note that
the teaching fraternity chooses to
remain silent on significant issues
on which depend the stature of
academic excellence. The
university’s adversarial approach
to principles of seniority and
merit threatens the stability and
academic reputation of not only
the university, but also the
furtherance of ethical practices.
Reform is always welcome and
necessary, but destroying age-old
and tested institutional practices
deeply wedded to democratic
traditions is retrogressive.
Ubiquitous discrimination
strikes a blow at the very core of
academic culture where the
teaching community is directed to

| submit to governing bodies, which

in turn are answerable to an
overbearing patron seemingly
lacking a broad progressive policy
that encourages debate and
disagreement. The contlict
apparently is between viewing a
university as a seat of diversity
and learning and a seat of
conformity and indoctrination
Such a regressive milieu
deepens the sense of distrust. In
the present quandary there are
tew signs of initiating a level
playing field or even a public
debate on the decline of the
university. In such a state of
atlans, conscious academics can at
least highlight the depth of the rot.


Administrator
Typewritten Text
HINDU (P-7),  30   JANUARY  2023

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text


THE SIDEBAR
By ] SA1 DEEPAK

IN MAY 2016, the then Department of
Industrial Policy and Promotion (now
known as the Department for Promation of
Industry and Internal Trade) under the
Ministry of Commerce released the 32-page
Mational IPR Policy. The overall purpose of
this document was to spell out the govern-
ment's comprehensive vision for the IPR
ecosystem in the country towards shapinga
more innovative and creative Bharat. To this
end, seven broad objectives were spelt out,
of which three are relevant to the discussion
at hand. Under the head “Legal and
Legislative Framework”, the goal was “to
have strong and effective IPR taws, which bal-
ance the interests of right owners with larger
public interest”; under “Administration and
Management", the objective was "to mod-
ermise and strengthen service-oriented IPR ad-
ministration”; and under "Enforcement and
Adjudicarion”, the focus was “to strengthen
the enforcement and adjudicatory mecha-

INDIAN EXPRESS, (P-11), 30 JANUARY 2023

Enforcing the Patent Bargain

Sensitivity towards intellectual property rights should not be at the expense of public health obligations
and long-term national interests

Bk

Aour, “Evergreening patents”

nisms for combating IPR infring A

Following this, over the last six years, the
|PR ecosystem in this country has wimessed
both structural and legislative changes. For
instance, the Intellectual Property Appellate
Board (IPAB) was dissolved in April 2021 as
partof tribunal reforms, and its jurisdiction
was re-transferred to high courts, This was
followed by the establishment of dedicated
1P benches (“the IP Division”) by the Delhi
High Court, arguably the country’s leading
court on the PR front, for speedier disposal
of IPR disputes. These steps have gone hand
in hand with a conscious effort to improve
the infrastructure and strength of the Indian
Patent Office. Such measures, one presumes,
are intended to convey tq investors and in-
novators that Bharatis an [P-savvy and even
IP-friendly jurisdiction without compromiis-
ing on national interest and public health
commitments. This is evident from the very
same National PR Policy which, among
other things, expressly recognises "the con-
tribution of the Indian pharmaceutical sector
in enabling access to affordable medicines
globally and its transformation to being the
pharmacy of the world".

However, it appears that the patent es-
tablishmentof the country has drawn avery
different message — it has gone on an over-
drive to prove its patent-frie ndliness, rather
patenme—fnendliness. in the pharmaceuti-
cal sector at the expense pfpublnc healthand
national interest respectively, This s despite
the presence of legislative safeguardsinthe
Patenis Act whichwere :mmdyced between
1999 and 2005 to secure national interest
and to balance Bharats decision Lo grant
product patents for 20 years fobfe_fﬂ ;;ﬂﬁ
intended for bec. e T’J;ov:gﬁmssuch

oras medicine ordnig”. R TIle
25 sections 3(d). 53(4) and 107401 1€
essly introduced br:
Patents Ad were PP rhe mis-
tween 2002 2nd 20015: % p;iv::el‘ning" of
“evi
chievous E‘rcai-::l::n%aceuricgl b
sl II'm:il:'surce*ash.:lI!.' resorted toin
Lo?gﬁfe‘:f;iendtvjunsdimms suth 3 the
Lnited States. Despi[e_lerzgzzll?:ﬁ:l::;;
. & IOV
:f:':g: :E,E: :cr: ;:w%ma repeat of such ever-

;I’l drugs which relate to treatment of dia-
betes, cancers, cardiovascular diseases and
other serious conditions continue to be
granted to pharmaceutical innovator com-
panies by the Indian Patent Office. Worse,
they are regularly enforced through courts at
the expense of the statutory rights of generic
manufacturers and to the detriment of
patients.

What is also disquieting is the non-ap-
plication of the Supreme Court’s verdict in
Novartis AGv. Union of India & Others(2013)
wherein the apex court shed brilliant light
on the legislative intent behind the inser-
tion of Section 3(d) in the Act — to prevent
the evergreening of a patent monopoly on
adrug by making inconsequential additions
or changes that in no way enhance the
drug's therapeuticefficacy, Disappointingly
and disturbingly, the Supreme Court's im-
primatur to such legislative safeguards, and
clear and binding guidance on the manner
of their application in the grant of pharma-
ceutical patents, have not yielded mature
outcomes both from the Patent Office and
subordinate courts. The direct consequence
of this is the delayed entry of generic ver-
sions of off-patent drugs. This, in turn, af-
fects adversely the availability of affordable
medicines to patients in alower middle-in-
come country such as Bharat where most
middle-class families and below are only a
hospital-visit away from dipping into their
hard-earned savings. Y

|t st be understood that IP legislations
such as the Patents Act do not exist for the
cole benefit of IP right owners. The intended
beneficiary of the guid pro quo underlying
the Patents Act, better known as “the Patent
Bargain', Is the sociery which is expected to
benefit from dynamic innovation-based
competition between market players.
Simply put, patent monopolies are granted
o innovators in the hope that they disclose
soinething new, inventive and of industrial
value tothe public which the public may use
without the need for alicense from the pat-
entee after the expiry of the patent monop-
oly. This quid pro quo between patentees and
the society, in theory, increases the general

Itis one thing to operate
under the understandable
belief that Bharat needs to
add layers to its IPR
ecosystem to attract
investment, However, it is
entirely another to equate
[PR-sensitivity with a pro-
patentee position at the
expense of public health
obligations and long-term
natonal interest. Bharat’s
confidence in the realm of
foreign policy, where it
places national interest first,
must equally inform its
IPR-push. To cura long
story short, 'Make in India’
must be reconciled with
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat', and
in the event of conflict
between the two, the latter
must prevail for Bharat to
retain its position as the
pharmacy of the world.

CR Sasikumar

pool of knowledge in the public domain,
Theother economic assumption behind the
Patent Bargain is that it is expected to trig-
ger innovation-driven competition between
market players which results in increasing
the basket of quality options for the con-
suming public. However, when an ever-
greening patent is granted by the Patent
Office and enforced by courts, the Fatent
Bargain becomes a Faustian bargain since it
results in the illegal extension of the twenty-
year term of the monopoly. This, in turn, un-
dermines comperition in the market and
enables patentees to extract more from the
society than permitted.

Clearty, there are four stakeholders under
the Patents Act — the sodiety, govemment,
patentees and their competitors. Each of these
stakeholders has rights under the statute
which makes all of them right cwners. To in-
terpret, apply and enforce the Act to the ex-
clusive benefitof patentees, and that tooever-
greening patentees, is to abridzge and reduce
to a naught the legitimate rights of other
stakeholders, leading to sub-optimal and
worse, and-competitive market outcomes.

Itis one thing to operate under the un-
derstandable belief that Bharat needsto add
layers toits IPR ecosystem to atiract invest-
ment. However, it is entirely another to
equate IPR-sensitivity with a pro-patentee
position at the expense of public health ob-
ligations and long-term national interest.
Bharat's confidence in the realm of foreign
policy, where it places national interest first,
must equally inform its IPR-push. Tocut a
long story short, “Make in India” must be
reconciled with “Atmanirbhar Bharat”, and
in the event of conflict between the two, the
latter must prevail for Bharat to retain its
position as the pharmacy of the world,

The writer 1s @ commeraial and
constuunonal ingator who practises as an
arguing counsel before the Supremie Court of
India. the High Court of Delii and rhe NCLAT.
Hels the author of bestselling books, India
thatis Bharat: Coloniality, Cwvilisation,
Constitunon, and India. Bharat and
Pakistan: The Constitutional Journey of a
l‘l'lﬂf W Sandwiched Civilisation
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[TE1ICOLUMN
EXAM ANXIETY IS BIG
ISSUE FOR STUDENTS

A sound mental health depends upon
multiple factors

DR JYOTI KAPOOR

nxiety Is one of the major mental health issues that students face

just before their board and competitive examinations. Anxety stems

from the unrealistic expectations of family members and parents.
In India, success is often measured in terms of cutstanding grades.

A student often goes through anxiety, stress and in extreme cases
depression. Prime Minister NarendraModi in his bestselling book ‘Exam
Warriors” talked about examinations and has outlined a refreshing,
approach, urging everyone Lo celebrate the tests ke a festival with enthu-
siasm. Mental health experts across India have opined that every year
before and after examination séssions, they have been getting a lot of
youngsters suffering from anxiety and stress. Most of them have been
victims of burnout dug to long preparation hours and uncertainty about
the future. They need counselling and medicines to deal with stress post
their examinations.

The stress becomes all the more over-powering when the student
appears for competitive exams, which are highly competitive, rigorous,
and target-oriented. A recent study showed that among those prepar-
ing for medical entrance exams, 72.2 per cent experienced high levels
of stress interfering with their day-1o-day functioning.

The most common complaints of such students are poor concen-
tration level and lack of focus. Fear of failure keeps it going. In most of
the cases, students hardly consult a mental health expert or talk about
their Issugs with peers/parents, No recreation, continuous study for most
of the day, parental pressure and fear of fallure aggravate their condi-
tion. Such preparations are time-consuming and tedious, and students
frequently sacrifice other aspects of their ves to focus on one test One
should not forget the fact that our brain needs to break. It cannot func-
tion 24/7. The scenario becomes worse when results for competitive
exams or board exams are not according to their expectations.

A sound mental health depends upon muttiple factors and the most
important one is emotional support, If somebody has that, it ensures a
healthy growth of mind, body and soul Many students stay away from
their parents (ina different city to prepare for mws) orif at all they aEa
staying with their parents, they hardly interact with them dug to their busy
schedule. At imes, dealing with such a stressed environment with no
gmotional support, students start (o feel lonely They gel addicted to
unhealthy practices, including excessive dlcohol cansumption, gambing,
overeating, participabng compulsively in sex, sNopping of inlgmeL bows-

ing, smoking and substance abuse. _ \
Unfortunately, our education systam doesn'l prepare us for falure

Nobody tells us that if pian A fails then what would be plan _B. Thal's
the reason when d sludent expenences failure, they feel that it's the end
of the world for them They el exposed (0 ENONMOUS Sless both phys
ically and rmentally In many cases, a student iight nol want o dppear
for a competitive course and ru_:.- 5018 I5 Just doing It begausy of cerian
family and socielal pressute These young children have knowi Ul
entire lives thal s oy BxiMM wil delerming how long they lve They
have no time lof @xracutiicular actvities, spcilsing or sports which
helr personalities from geveloping
wwf:]:mpu:; mechausim s ncunbent upon credbig ¢ sehe e that
anhances the pettonmance of pody and m WY, wie reliesiug \w‘..\m!
preaks Consuning whoksoms 1o0ds and gt least eigit hours \ ‘:\.\.III:.
Sgep dch mght also help Lang sludy sessions 1t e amout ¢
i avadabip bor exirc e il o Doty Decomes b
Degping 1 1B 1 negalively whith cags h
activity Drpuvenng a Canney AT 150 15 A i W
WGU"'-"!!!'JNW}' o prmotipeoal L0 s Netps SONG W
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Foreignvarsitiesin India: Pros and cons

While theimpact
maybe zeroon
public universities,
private ones willbe
hit hard, writes
John JKennedy

n January 5, 2023, the University

Grants Commission (UGC) released

the draft guidelinesallowing foreign
higher educational instirutions (FHEIs) to
set up campuses in India. The idea is not
entirely new. Az least three such anemprs
were made in 1995, 2006. and 2010. But
owingtoalackof support, the proposal was
shelved. Today, the idea has more takers
and is almost reaching fruftion because of
s alignment with the National Education
Policy 2020.

The UGC has imited responses o the
draft guidelines. An honest deconstruc-
ton of it must reveal both the advantages
and the disadvantages. Many believe the
movewillbeagame-changerand providea
fillip o healthy compeutionamong univer-
siniesin India. But, will it be ezsy. gven the
complexates invohed in the Indian higher

jonal ecosystem?

One mustalso admit that [ndian univer-
sibes must up their szandards to compete

globally. The absence of Indian universi-
tiesin the top global rankingsis a concern.
So, will this move by the UGC help Indian
students and nudge Indian universities o
upgrade themselves? Orwill it prove coun-
terproductve?

Promises, a mixed bag

The draft propases that only instnrtions
which have secured a place within the top
500 of overall or subject-wise global rank-
ings are eligible 1o apply. Given the Covid
impact and loss on revenue generzation,
notmany reputed foreign institutions may
express interest unless offered 2 subsidy.
For instance, Dubai, Qatar and Singapore
governments provide substantial grans 1o
foreign universities operating from their
counries. Thedraftis entirelysilenton this
critical point.

The draft grants total freedom o FHE-
Is in student admission, decisions on fee
structure, scholarship schemes, faculty
recruitment and service conditions. The
danger in granung complete freedom on
fee fixation isthatrevenue generation could
acquireundue prominence leadngtomore
commercialisation and commodification
of education which is against the tenets of
NEP 2020. Indian universitiss are denied
even halfthe aumonomy granted to FHELS.
Withoutalevel-playing field. srengthening
[ndian universitiesis unthinkable.

The proposal has fixed a 90-day limit for
approval, perhapstoovercomethe bureaw-
cranic angles. Irisa positive step. The draft
states thartheapproval isvalid for tenyears
but extendable subject to fulfilling the re-

quired conditions. One such condition, for
example, istoallowthe Commission setup
byvthe UGC toinspect, monitar, and review
the instinmion’s progress. Burwill this Com-
TNission possess expertise and resourees for
an unbiased assessment and interventon
wherever needed:?
Thedraftdemandsthardegress awarded
in India should have equivalence with
those awarded in the countrs of origin.
In addition, foreign faculty recruited
shall stay on the Indian campus for 2
‘reasonable’ period. Regarding imparting
quality education or faculty qualification.
there cannot be variation between the
Indian campus and those in the county of
origin. Manyexperts supportthese andsay

that FHEIswill offerworld-classeducarion
at a lower cost. thereby reducing foreign
exchange ourfiow.

Besides, through internationa! curric-
ulum and pedagogy, FHEIs can increase
students'global competendesand prepare
them to face global challenges. The down-
side, however, is that such instnutions wil
be exclusivist, a haven for the rich and the
elite, further accentuaring socioeconomic
mequalitiesin lhECOLEIEI’)

Hence, the claim thatforeign universities
will increase access 1o higher education is
tenuous. Yer another significant concern
istheextentto which these instinmicns will

focus on the local, regional. and narional
needsand culrures.

Impact on Indian universities
FHEITs will pose limle challenge for pubisc
unfversides asstudent from dsadvantagec
sections would stll flock 1o them. Adher-
ence to the reservation system may not be
2 mandaze for the FHEL. However. ‘elnte’
private universites will be hard-hit. The
difference in nimon fees between prmate
universities znd FHEI: may not be huge.
For mstance, the fee for 2 BA programme
m public unjversiies is a few thousand ru-
pess whiletnnsimo a few lakhs mprivate
universities. Who wouldn't want 2 foreign
degree for the same fees or a e more?
Inaddition. the poaching of the best fac-
ulty rlems is likely 10 merease The lack
of resources in Indian universities, poor
MmiTastruciure. unatiractve pay perks, in-
of conduchve work culture may resultman
exodus of capable faculty 1o FHEIs
Thus. c2zering t the peeds of
manorTty of Lnd‘zn students. FHEIs =n
further widen the educatonal i.spart_\
among students. The proposal acknowt
edges the failing standards ¢ J::J';efu—.en
ducational landscape in the counm s
s allvthe zovernm

small

FHEIL. ﬂmhar *\w\ cann
2ap. The government and th
explore IVenues 1o TVest ImoTe M new and

exasting unversines to make them globalh



Administrator
Typewritten Text
DECCAN HEARLD (P-13),   31  JANUARY  2023

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text


STATESMAN (P-11) , 31 JANUARY 2023


Administrator
Typewritten Text
STATESMAN (P-11) , 31 JANUARY  2023

Administrator
Typewritten Text


=
We need to move a
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way from mark

education assessment system

|_KADAMBARI RANA |

he purpose of assessment is to
thoroughly examine age-
appropriate learning mile-
stones, to review the student's
capabilities and capacities, to inspect
the student's fortes and limitationsand
to scrutinize the strengths and weak-
nesses of the teaching methodolo-
iesadopted by the

Unfortunately, the simplistic
marks-based assessment system is
incompetent to sketch a multidimen-
sional picture of this kind and offer
solutions thereof. Often schools, edu-
cational institutes and independent
educators overlook the fact that the
purpose of an assessment is to holisti-
cally examine what worked and what
did not work, make rectifications, and

UNDERSTANDING STUDENTS"
NEEDS

Academic institutions, globally,
need to appreciate that the needs of
the students are not limited to acade-
mic work nor is the impact on stu-
dents’ well-being necessarily stem-
ming out of only academic delibera-
tions.

Some basic needs of the students

social engagement, extra-curricular
participation and so on.

Specifically speaking some struc-
tured assessment methods are; assess-
ment of learning, assessment for learn-
ing, assessment as learning, summa-
tive formative
and so on.

Assessment of learning also
referred to as summative assessment,
i where the stud stand in

can be broken down into phy E
needs, safety needs, need for love and
belonging need for socialization, n

for intellectual stimulation, need to
discover, freedom to explore and make
errors, need to participate and com-
municate and even spiritual needs.

their understanding as against the
defined course curriculum. This can
take the form of standardized class
tests, unit tests, project work and
exams. Then there is assessment for
leamning also referred to as formative
or di i is primarily

‘When the | traj v is

conducted with an i 10 sup-

drafted taking into ation the

1+z=arﬂl.tlfI needs of its learners, consid-
ering the learning potential of the
1 and considering the scope of

then step up to build blocks.
The state-of-affairs of the assess-
ment system in our country can be
compared to an incompetent medical
practitioner's one, who at best is able
o i ly suggest a probl .Imr

rectification then the results of such
teaching-learning efforts are pos-
itive. A marks-based assessment @
system fails to consider the ©
manifold factors that are

| Iy work- @

is entirely incapable of ¢ B
specific diagnosis and offer an effec-
Hive reatment.

ing in favour of f -
or against the
Theref

Mark-based da not
give a wide-ranging representation of
where the students are in terms of
learning milestones, in terms of apti-
tude, in terms of fault lines and defi-
ciencies in the teaching approach and
in terms of making optimistic recom-
mendations to achieve full inner
potential,

To examine the student’s response
to the teaching and leaming atmos-
phere, the educators need © hlawea:‘

it is imperative to
understand stu-
dent needs and
potential and
weave this
into assessment meth-
ods.

TYPES OF

ASSESSMENTS
Generally speaking, —

can range from class i

insight inte the various di
the student’s mind, heart, behaviour,
and spirit. When the sole objective of
student assessments is limited to grasp
aver the course content, then under
most likelihood schools will misinter-
pret the student’s potential.

a

fests, unit tests, exams, entrance
tests, open book tests, assignments,
project work, grades for community
service, oral 12515, reading tests, class
participation, peer review, self-mark-
ing. flip-class, class observations,

e B B ! 1|

port the student fill up learning gaps.
Here the educartor is focussed on

examining the sm- dents
- core
take-

/

notes for

a = W

common errors and examining the

teacher is focussed on investigating

rather than
more activiry-

on basic concepts
1L Yoid

efficacy of the Ty
Then there Is assessment as
learning which aims at mak-
ing students active partici-
pants in their own leamning jour-

ney.
.- This process makes them aware
" of their strengths and weaknesses,
their limitations and capacities and
.+ assists them in developing strate-
% gies to achieve their goals. This
: takes the form of eritical think-

ing assignments, problem
solving assignments, self-
1 assessment, peer assessment
\, andsaon.

MAKE WAY FOR FORMATIVE

Formative assessment is conduct-
ed with a primary purpose to suppart
the student plug in learning gaps
rather than cruelly testing them
against textual content. Here, the

the students' core c
errors and in examining the efficacy of
the teaching strategy.

This is also referred to as diagnos-

tic Farmative

helps are effective is evaluating the
learning needs of srudents, both dur-
ing normal circumstances as well as
special circumstances (break in learn-
ing due to natural disasters, loss of
family member, health issues). Forma-
tive assessment provides berer solu-
uons for learner progress and unfin-
ished learning.

Some of the ways in which
schools can transform their assess-
ment styles are; cutting back on length
of exam and test papers, giving addi-
tional writing time, replacing tests and

based learning and research work.

PROS AND CONS OF MARKS
BASED ASSESSMENT

Marks based system of assess-
ment is widely used because: itisa
simplistic and easy form of checking
student’s progress, it is easy for mak-
Ing comparisons with other srudents
in the bracket, easy to establish base-
line standards, it simplifies decisions
with regards admissions and promo-
tons to next level. However, it plagued
with several shortcomings such as; it
cannot measure effort, it cannot mea-
sure aptitude, students who are nat
able to put in long hours o memorize
and reproduce lengthy concepts feel

hed and disc ged under this

exams with class p case
siudies and project work, introducing
open book examinations, introducing

system. it is not a holistic measure of
overall academic excellence.

class-room deb and di

community service, cutting back on

The autnar is an SqucStor, Who Agvocate
£

volume of academic course, f 2

ric halistic

il
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